
September 11, 2022                  11 a.m. 

Flowers given by:  Gib & Jeannie Mitchell in loving memory of their daughter Karyn 

Humphreys and Warren Bacon & Barbara Smith-Bacon in honor of their 37th Wedding 

Anniversary. 
 

PRELUDE             Nimrod       from the Enigma Variations - Elgar 

    Cynthia Roberts-Greene, guest organist                       
 

CALL to WORSHIP 

 

*OPENING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory               #436  
 

God of grace and God of glory, on Your people pour Your power; 

Crown Your ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 
 

From evils, that surround us and assail the Savior’s ways,  

From the fears that long have bound us-free our hearts for faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 
 

Cure your children’s warring madness; bend our pride Your control. 

Shame our reckless, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, make our broken spirits whole, 

make our broken spirits whole. 
 

Set our feet on lofty places; gird our lives that they may be 

Armored with all Christ like graces, in the fight to set us free. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, in the quest for liberty. 

in the quest for liberty. 
 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 

Let the search for Your salvation be our glory ever more. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving You whom we adore, 

serving You whom we adore. 

 

*OPENING PRAYER   

God of grace and God of glory the words we just sang are a heartfelt, honest prayer.  We 

need Your wisdom and courage for the facing of every hour.  We long for Your love to 

lead our lives, but we can be stuck in narratives of “us versus them”, winners and losers.  

On this day there is still so much that hovers and hangs in the air as the fear, anger, and 

questions did twenty-one years ago.  Our past has shaped the present.  For lives lost and 

innocence shattered, we come seeking Your way.  Strengthen our commitment to 

respecting others, to being the peace we seek in the world, and to not clinging to 

redemptive violence.  Meet us in this tender, raw moment with the balm of Gilead and 

love that never lets us go.  May Your presence infuse and inspire our living.  In the name 



of the One whose birth, life, death, and resurrection showed us another way, Jesus our 

Savior, Amen.         
 

ANTHEM   We Are Not Alone                     Pepper Choplin             
 

ENGAGING SCRIPTURE                   Genesis 28:10-18 
10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11 He came to a certain place and stayed there 

for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his 

head and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed that there was a stairway[b] set up on the 

earth, the top of it reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on 

it. 13 And the Lord stood beside him[c] and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father 

and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring, 14 and 

your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 

the east and to the north and to the south, and all the families of the earth shall be blessed[d] in 

you and in your offspring. 15 Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go and 

will bring you back to this land, for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised 

you.” 16 Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did 

not know it!” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other 

than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and 

he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the 

top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel.  20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with 

me and will keep me in this way that I go and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 
21 so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, 22 and this 

stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house, and of all that you give me I will 

surely give one-tenth to you.” 

    

SERMON    The Blessings We Seek 

 

HYMN    Jacob’s Ladder 
 

 We are climbing Jacob’s ladder (3xs)…Sisters, brothers, all. 
 

 Here we seek and find our blessings(3xs)…Sisters, brothers, all. 
 

 On and on the circle’s moving(3xs)…Sisters, brothers, all. 
 

 Rise, shine, give God glory(3xs) …Sisters, brothers, all.    

 

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN Nearer, My God, to You       #606 
 

Nearer, my God, to You, nearer to You.  I’ll bear the cross as Christ calls me to do 

and pray each day anew; Nearer my God, to You, nearer my God, to You, nearer to You. 



 

When I am wandering as Jacob did, and in the deepest night the path is hid, 

my dreams will bring me, too; Nearer my God, to You, nearer my God, to You, nearer to 

You. 
 

Let Jacob’s ladder fill the sky above, and angels carry down the faith and love 

to keep this goal in view; Nearer my God, to You, nearer my God, to You, nearer to You. 
 

Then, walking from the night to morning air by Bethel’s stone, I’ll know you heard my 

prayer, and how my yearning grew; Nearer my God, to You, nearer my God, to You, 

nearer to You. 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE          Postlude in D minor             Bruckner 

Cynthia Roberts-Greene, guest organist                          
 


