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First Congregational UCC 
 

TABLE TALK ~ LENT 2022 

 

As a child I remember learning the phrase, “April showers bring 

May flowers.”  These five words remind us that sometimes a 

negative (like a rainy day) brings about a positive (like flowers 

blossoming and blooming).  I realize that this isn’t universally 

experienced by everyone.  There are painful experiences that 

never resolve and relationships that don’t reconcile.  Then, there 

are times when we encounter brokenness that is an openness to 

a new way of being and living.  This is at the heart of Holy 

Week.  Christ entered Jerusalem on a donkey as people shout, 

“Hosanna,” which means, “Save us.”  We will gather on Palm 

Sunday at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the sanctuary to worship 

fully and begin our holiest week. 11 a.m. will be livestreamed. 

Pause for a moment ~ where do you need to be saved?  I 

need to be saved from cynicism and criticism and clinging to 

control.  I need to be saved from privilege that has sheltered me.  

I need to be saved from mistakes that have hurt others. 

On Thursday, Jesus broke bread as a symbol of how every 

moment he lived open to God’s guidance and sharing God’s 

love.  Jesus proclaimed and lived that brokenness is never the 

last word.  God continues to create and craft in our lives.  We 

will gather at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary to sit at Christ’s table 

on the last night of his life.  The service will be livestreamed. 

Pause with that thought ~ where is God’s still creating 

presence feeding you right now?  Are there April showers that 

might be bringing about new ways of being for you? 

On Friday, Jesus faced the cross, convicted and crucified as a 

common criminal.  People didn’t understand God’s love is what 

recreates and reorders.  People preferred to rant, rate, and seek 

April 2022 Newsletter 

 
 

Office Hours 

 
 Pastor Wes:  
   Mon.-Thurs.: 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
 
  Sherry Glover: 
    Mon.-Wed.:  10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
   Thurs.:  10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 
 

 Mark: 
   Mon. – Fri.:  7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 

 Greg:  
   Tues. – Sat:  various hours 
   ________________________ 

 
 

• Lenten Worship ~ 9 a.m. and 
10:55 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  
 

• On-line worship ~ 10:55 a.m.  
Livestream on Facebook, YouTube 
and our website. 

 
• In-person, in-the-sanctuary 

with masks, social distancing.  
Our choir has returned 
wearing masks to lead our 
singing/prayer/praise. 

 

• Coffee Hour in Syster Hall on 
April 3 (April birthdays 
celebrated) and April 17th 
(Easter Ice Cream Social).  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/


 

www.uccsarasota.com ~ 941-953-7044   2 

revenge.  2000 years later, we still struggle to embrace the revolutionary love as the promise and 

possibility for life.  We continue to cling to the script we know and hear around us, rather than 

release our grasp on human ways.  We will worship at noon (outside around the Memorial Garden 

cross) and at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary at the foot of the cross to practice the spiritual discipline of 

repentance.  7 p.m. will be livestreamed. 

Pause with this invitation ~ at the foot of the cross we are asked to model Jesus’s vulnerability and 

honesty.   What pain sits unprocessed in your soul?  Bring your reflections with you. 

On Sunday, in the early morning, fiercely faithful women went to the tomb to anoint Jesus’s body.  

They went to minister to the One whose love was etched on their hearts.  We will celebrate God’s 

emphatic, “Yes” to life – God’s love coming forth from the womb of a tomb.  New life where there 

was believed to be no life.  Easter celebration worship will be at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the 

sanctuary.  11 a.m. will be livestreamed. 

Between now and Easter, where do you long for new life?  Where do you long for your heart to be 

transformed and take flight like a butterfly emerging from a chrysalis?   

I pray Holy Week will connect with your story and life in meaningful, life-giving and life-changing 

ways.  We need Easter…not just once a year…but woven into our experiences and encounters.  May 

our Lent conclude and culminate in spine-tingling and soul-shifting ways.   

With great love ~ Wes 

WORSHIP SERVICES DURING LENT 

 
Every Sunday we worship at 9 a.m. & 10:55 a.m. 
in-person in the sanctuary, with 10:55 a.m. also 
streamed online (Facebook, YouTube, Website) 

 

April 3 ~ On this weekend we are hosting a conference on Rev. Dr. 

Howard Thurman; we welcome Rev. Ellen Marsey and Jim Crumel 

sharing reflections on Rev. Dr. Thurman. This will be a wonderfully 

rich Sunday for your soul. 

April 10 ~ Palm Sunday ~ We shout, “Hosanna” for all Sarasota to 

hear as we enter our holiest week of the Christian year.  Services are at 

9 a.m. with Section Leaders helping us sing and 11 a.m. with full choir. 

April 14 ~ Maundy Thursday Service at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary.  We 

will pull up a chair at Christ’s table where all are welcome.  In addition to 

Holy Communion, images of the Last Supper that honor all three of our 

Covenants (Creation Justice, Open & Affirming, and Racial Justice) will 

be shared on this holy night.  This service is livestreamed. 

April 15 ~ Good Friday Services at Noon and 7 p.m.  Noon Service will 

be outside under the shadow of the Cross in our Memorial Garden.  

Please bring a lawn chair (in case of inclement weather the service is 

HOLY WEEK 

 

 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

Services @ 9 a.m. & 10:55 a.m.* 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Service @ 7 p.m.* 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

Outdoor service at Noon 

Service @ 7 p.m.* 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Services @ 9 a.m. & 10:55 a.m.* 

 

*In the Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

on Facebook, YouTube & our 

website 

 

~ Masks Required Indoors ~ 
 

69 
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moved in the sanctuary).  The 7 p.m. service will feature our choir 

leading and will be livestreamed.  

April 17 ~ Easter Celebration Sunday!  At 9 a.m., we welcome 

Gary Dowty on trumpet and our Section Leaders to help us sing out 

with God’s emphatic, “Yes” to life.  At 11 a.m., a brass quintet along 

with our amazing choir will lead worship.  Pastor Wes and Greg will 

help everyone celebrate that, “Christ is risen!  Alleluia!!” 

April 24 ~ Earth Day Celebration ~ We welcome Rev. Dr. Sarah 

Melcher, co-chair of our church’s Green Team to lead both the 9 a.m. 

and 11 a.m. worship.  On Earth Day, the 9 a.m. service will return to 

the Oasis Center. We encourage people to bring a lawn chair and 

worship under the shelter/shade of the trees.  The 11 a.m. service will 

be in the sanctuary. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the 

Zoom Conversation 

 

 
 

COLLAGE 2nd & 4th Tuesdays @ 

11 a.m. ~ Collage is our LGBTQ 

and Ally Group.  All are welcome to 

join our Collage group on Zoom for 

support and faithful discussions. 

 

Tuesday Bible Study @ 6:30 

p.m. ~ We meet on Zoom to 

discuss the Bible passage for the 

upcoming Sunday. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study @ 11 

a.m. ~ HYBRID in the Oasis 

Center to discuss the Bible passage 

for the upcoming Sunday. 

 

Wednesday @ 3 p.m. ~ Sacred 

Conversations on Race (SCOR) 

 

*Zoom links available through 

Pastor Wes. 

 
 

 

Please email  

Pastor Wes or 

call the church office 

with your order and dedication  

requests by April 10. 

 

Looking to May ~ Stories that Shape Us 

Every single day we are telling ourselves a story ~ there is an entire 
editorial board at work in our minds!!  Some of our stories are 
helpful and healing, other narratives are dripping with negativity.  
Pay attention to the stories you tell about yourself or how you 
understand your story.  In May, we will dive into this theme in 
worship.  Also, stay tuned for an EXCITING OASIS offering after 
Easter that will be a chance for you to ponder prayerfully your 
story. 

  

  

 

 
$15 Each 

 

 

Church Bus Driver Needed 

 

Please prayerfully 

consider how you can help 

us continue our connection 

with our Plymouth Harbor 

loved ones wishing to 

attend Sunday services.   

 

We have three drivers, two of whom are 

seasonal.  NO SPECIAL LICENSE NEEDED.   

 

You may speak with Jerry Oliver or Pastor Wes 

with any questions.  Thank you! 
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A PRAYER FOR OUR BROTHERS & SISTERS 

 

Holy and Peace ~ Loving God 
 

We pray for the people of Ukraine, wherever they may be at this time.  Hold their 

fears, their tears, and their hopes gently in the palm of Your hand.  Comfort their 

spirits, and let them feel your presence, Oh God. 

   

We pray that You will bless all of the precious people from the many countries who 

are welcoming the women, children, and families into their homes and into their 

hearts, as well as those reaching out with financial support and prayers. 

 

We pray for world leaders. May they seek Your wisdom and 

guidance in all of their thoughts, actions and decisions for 

Your people. 

 

Precious God, bless us all and may we reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in 

need, so that the dream of peace and justice may become a reality for the people of Ukraine 

and throughout Your world. 

 

Amen, 

Pastor Bonnie Lipton 

 

 

Welcome our new Office Administrator 

Please give a warm welcome to Sherry Glover our new Office Administrator.  Sherry is 

new to Sarasota having arrived from Ohio last May. 

 

For 35 years Sherry has worked in a variety of office positions with ten years at Husky 

Oil as office manager and 15 years as office administrator for the State of Ohio. 

 

She is enthusiastic, warm, energetic and ready to meet all of us.  “I am really looking 

forward to doing a great job for all of you.” 

Join Us – Easter Sunday 

~ Ice Cream Social ~ 

 

Who doesn’t like ice cream?  To continue the celebration this Easter, we are 

offering both conversation, assorted beverages and ICE CREAM (with all the 

toppings) in Syster Hall after the 11:00 service.    

 

It is allowed and recommended to eat dessert first on this special day.  We 

look forward to this special fellowship time. 
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“A Phenomenal Woman” – Ms. Lovette Harper 

 
On Tuesday, March 15, Lovette W. Harper was recognized as “Our Woman of the Month” 

by the Betty J. Johnson North Sarasota Public Library and the African American Cultural 

Resource Center.  Among the dignitaries presenting were our own Pastor Wes Bixby 

leading us in prayer as well as Lois Wilkins, chairperson of the AACRC Board, Jim & 

Priscilla Crumel with a proclamation and poem, and Dr. Marsha Kendall-Smith as pianist 

and mezzo soprano of “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit”.  In case you were not able to attend, 

here is the program text highlighting our Mrs. Harper! 

 

“Mrs. Lovette Washington Harper is a retired New York State educator who retired to Sarasota more than 25 years 

ago.  She has taught all grade levels, from nursery school to college.  She worked as a school administrator, a 

guidance counselor and director; a career education coordinator; and a teacher of English as a second language for 

high school boys and for women when her family lived for two years as part of the United States Government’s 

State Department AID Project in the Republic of Indonesia. 

 

After her early education in Alabama, Lovette graduated from Julia Richman High School for Girls in New York 

City.  She returned to Alabama and received a B.S. Degree from Tuskegee University; later a master’s degree from 

Hofstra University in Hempstead, NY; and did post-graduate studies at Columbia University Department of 

Anthropology and the Bank Street College of Education in NYC. 

 

Mrs. Harper’s avocational interests have long been African American history and African art and culture.  The 

latter was based on travels to eight African countries and studies in three African universities—The University of 

Ethiopia in Addis Ababa; the University of Nairobi in Nairobi, Kenya; and the University of Tanzania in Dar es 

Salaam. 

 

She presents African Art Exhibitions, workshops for teachers and students on the high school and college level, as 

well as programs for community organizations, churches, and libraries here in Sarasota as she did for many years in 

Long Island and Westchester County, NY. 

 

As a founder and curator of The African American Culture Resource Center of the Betty J. Johnson North 

Sarasota Public Library in Newtown before her retirement, Lovette developed programs and exhibitions that 

included “The Tuskegee Airmen”, “Newtown Then and Now”, “Newtown Youth Past and Present” and an annual 

Kwanzaa celebration. 

 

Lovette W. Harper has received many honors and recognitions for community volunteerism.   She counts, among 

her most valuable achievements, recognition by Habitat for Humanity for assisting three young women of 

Newtown attain the “sweat equity” and family counseling needed to earn deeds for home ownerships. 

 

She is a member of several civic and community organizations—Association for African American Life and 

History (ASALH), the NAACP, ex oficio on the Board of the Friends of the Betty J. Johnson Library—and is an 

active member of First Congregational UCC in Sarasota.  She has a sustaining level membership in the Schomburg 

Society of the NY Public Library, and in 2008 she donated her collection of African Art to her undergraduate 

HBCU—Tuskee University’s Legacy Museum.”—provided by Lois Wilkins, Chairman AACRC 

 

Among Mrs. Harper’s address to attendees—“I didn’t do any of this for the recognition.   
It was the right thing to do.” 
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MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cas  

Burleson 

 

Cas was raised in a “circus 

family” & graduated from 

Sarasota High School, moving 

to St. Augustine in 1990 & 

returning to SRQ in 2015.   

 

Son Hawk & several grand- 

children, nieces and nephews 

are nearby and provide much 

joy. 

 

Cas loves photography, 

decorative painting & antiques.   

Linda  

Campbell 

 

Linda moved to Sarasota in 

1997 from Wisconsin.   

 

She has worked as the 
principal’s administrative 
assistant at Sarasota HS for 
17 years before retiring in 
2018.  Linda now works part 
time as a substitute at Oak 
Park School.  Linda loves to 
travel to Wisconsin & Georgia 
to be with her family. 
 
In her spare time, she likes 
to knit, read, swim and enjoy 
music. 
 

Sandy  

Davenport 

 

Sandy grew up on a farm 
outside Pittsburgh in 
Valencia, PA.  She attended 
Grove City College & Robert 
Morris Business School.   
 
For 15 years Sandy was an 
executive secretary followed 
by a caregiving business for 
another 15 years.   
 
Sandy lived in St. Petersburg 
for 60 years.  After her 
husband died, she moved to 
Bradenton to live with her 
sister Helaine Eckstein.  
 

  

 

Julia  

Detloff 

 

Julia is originally from Spain 

and moved to Sarasota in 

1990 after her late husband 

retired from the Navy.  While 

in Sarasota, she has worked 

as a pre-school teacher and 

with the Sarasota County 

after school programs. 

Always one to be active, Julia 

was very involved in The 

Resurrection House and is 

looking to get involved here 

with activities that help the 

community.  She also enjoys 

painting, playing Mahjong, 

times at the pool as well as 

time with family and friends.  

 
Maria  

Duprez 

 

Maria has lived in Cuba, New 

York City, Long Island and 

Valley Forge, PA. 

 

She attended college in Cuba 

at Hofstra University.  For 

her career, Maria worked as 

a travel agent. 

 

With helping neighbors in her 

community as her focus, she 

has been active by serving 

faithfully at our Community 

Meal and is a member of 

SURE. 

 
  

 

Barbara  

Edelin 

 

Barbara grew up in 

Chicago moving to 

Sarasota from Boston in 

2006. 

 

She attended Fisk 

University in Nashville, TN, 

for her undergraduate 

work and Penn State in 

College, PA, for her 

masters. 

 

Before Barbara started her 

own special events planning 

company, where she is still 

president, she had a career 

in public administration 

working for the federal 

government.   

  

 

Ed & Jan Andersen 

 

Ed & Jan are snowbirds and spend their summers in Northern Illinois.  Ed 

is a retired hospital administrator and Jan is a retired nurse practitioner.   

 

They have two children and four grandchildren. Ed & Jan have been 

attending First UCC for five years and are already involved in church 

committees. 

 

In their spare time, they enjoy golfing and biking. 

 

   

 

Ed & Jan have been attending First UCC for five years and are already 

involved in church committees. 

 

In their spare time, they enjoy golfing and biking. 
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Charles &  

Beth  

Hawkins 

 

Charles & Beth are 

seasonal members hailing 

from Sautee, GA.  Married 

in 2014, Beth grew up in  

Miami with children now in 

Sarasota and Naples. 

 

Beth attended Piedmont 

College and Clemson 

University and became an 

office skills instructor at a 

technical college.  

 

Charles grew up in Atlanta 

& Miami attending Mercer 

University & Univ. of 

Georgia, retiring from 

university admin. research.  

  

 

Harry &  
Carolyn  
Hinrichs 
 

Harry & Carolyn moved 
from Chadron, NE, to 
Port Charlotte, FL, in 
2014 & in January 2022 
made Sarasota their 
home.  
 

Carolyn grew up in Fort 
Collins, CO, attended 
Colorado State Univ. & 
received her masters at 
Chadron State, working 
many years as a 
secretary & high school 
counselor.   
 

Harry was a union 
painter/apprenticeship 
coordinator & taught at 
Chadron State’s Job 
Corps, a government 
program to help the 
disadvantaged.  

 

Wesley 

Horner 

 

Wesley grew up in Butler 

County, PA.  Six years ago, 

Wesley moved to Sarasota 

where he began planting all 

that Florida can grow.   

 

He received his undergrad 

degree from Haverford 

College, then attended 

Harvard University Graduate 

School of Design & Kennedy 

School of Government.  As 

an environmental engineer, 

Wes focused on innovative 

water solutions, especially in 

stormwater management. 

 

His interests include music, 

the environment & peace. 

 

Lindsey 

Huddleston 

 

Lindsey first came to 

Sarasota in 1951 with her 

parents for the spring 

training season of the 

Boston Red Sox. For many 

years, she has wintered on 

Lido Key.  While she has 

lived in many places, 

Westport, CT and currently 

St. Charles, IL, she is 

looking forward to moving 

to Sarasota full time. 

 

Lindsey’s varied interests 

and degrees include religion 

and dance where she 

concentrated on liturgical 

dance.  She also is a retired 

counselor specializing in 

Career Development 

Counseling. 

 

Loren & 

Peggy 

Kolpin 
 

Loren & Peggy are high 

school sweethearts and   

seasonal members from 

Grinnell, IA.   
 

Loren has degrees from 

Augustana University in 

Sioux Falls, SC and the 

University of Wyoming.  He 

was employed for 32-years 

at Edward Jones, becoming 

a general partner 

overseeing Iowa offices. 
 

Peggy attended Morningside 

College and graduated from 

Augustana. While Peggy 

taught 1st grade before 

moving to Grinnell in 1980, 

she found she really loved 

teaching the piano. 

Both Peggy & Loren are 

active in their community. 

 

 

Margo 

Light 

 

Margo currently lives in 

Plymouth Harbor and lived 

in Michigan prior to moving 

to Sarasota.   

 

Margo’s early years were 

spent in New York City 

(Queens).  Margo attended 

Hope College, Indiana 

Univ. & Univ. of Michigan 

and became a German 

language and literature 

instructor at Kalamazoo 

College, MI, for 40 years 

before retiring in 2001.  

She now volunteers at 

Sarasota Music Archive at 

the Selby Library. 
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David 

Pitt 
 

David and his wife Laney 

reside on Longboat Key & 

summer in Portsmouth, RI.   
 

David grew up in 

Stamford, CT, and 

received his education at 

Gordon Conwell 

Theological Seminary (D-

Min.) 
 

David has been a Chaplain 

at Culver Academies, US 

Military Academy & Johns 

Hopkins All Children’s & 

Hospice of the South 

Coast. He has served UCC 

churches in Maine and CA, 

and a PCUSA church in 

Florida.   
 

He enjoys tennis, boating 

& volunteering. 

 

 

Maggie 

Revere 

 

Maggie moved to Venice, FL 

from Baltimore in 1980.  

Eight years ago, she 

relocated to Sarasota.  

 

She grew up in Baltimore 

and taught elementary 

school for 35 years in Pt. 

Pleasant, NJ; Astoria, NY; 

and Baltimore, MD. 

 

Maggie attended Towson 

State, Nova, & Villanova 

Universities & Hunter 

College. 

 

Her interests include 

volunteering at Hospice and 

singing with “One City”.  

 

John 

Ristow 

 

John is our seminary 

student currently attending 

Chicago Theological 

Seminary.   

 

He is part of the Worship 

Team, Technology Team, 

COLLAGE advisory 

committee and Sacred 

Conversations on Race. 

 

“It’s hard to believe I 

officially joined First 

Congregational UCC two 

years ago.  I am grateful to 

belong to such a warm and 

welcoming place of 

worship.” 

 

Nancy 

Taylor 

 

Nancy came to Sarasota 

from Santa Cruz, CA, in 

1996.  Her early years were 

spent in Berkeley, CA, and 

Washington state.   

 

She attended San Jose 

State (now University of 

CA, San Jose) and 

University of San 

Francisco. 

 

Though retired, Nancy 

worked retail 

management, middle 

management in 

government, and with the 

Santa Cruz P.D.  She also 

worked as an elementary 

music teacher. 

 

 

Kayla & 

Casey  

Taylor 

Twins Kayla & 

Casey are 4th 

generation 

Floridians.  

  

Kayla is in a master’s 

program at Emery-Riddle 

Aeronautical University in 

Daytona Beach.  She 

graduated with a BS in 

Astrophysics and 

Astronomy last year. 

 

Casey is finishing a 

certificate at SCF and 

expects to continue into 

computer programming.  

 

 

 

Jan 

Weston 

 

Jan knew he wanted to be 

an ordained minister of the 

Christian church (Disciples 

of Christ) when graduating 

from high school. 

 

After finishing a BA degree, 

he entered Lexington 

Theological Seminary in 

Lexington, KY. Following 

graduation and ordination, 

he began his ministry.   

 

He enjoys gardening and 

growing flowers. 
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CREATION JUSTICE COVENANT NEWS 

 
Green Team Thoughts 

How freeing a walk away from 
home and busyness can be. A 
breath of fresh air, quietly 
noticing the bend of the dew-
filled bluestem grass can truly 
refresh your spirit. 

 
There are many such paths one 
can take in Sarasota, and I 
recommend them for 
reconnecting to our creator and 
the variety of His creation. 
 

When the news and stress of daily life get most of 
your attention, take a deep breath, and head out for  

a favorite old or new space to reconnect and center 
on who you are, and where your solid soul-ground 
is.  
 
Out in the fields or wooded hammocks, one can 
experience a lifting of the heart, a joy in the variety 
of nature. 
 
Here one can really “be still, and know that I am 
God.”  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Gratitude is my response 
for this quiet solitary 
time surrounded by 
creation. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

 

EASTER LOVE OFFERING 

~ Tied to our Three Covenants & Ukraine ~ 

 

To support our Creation Justice Covenant, we are giving to Water Engineers for 

the Americas and Africa, who send volunteers over the globe to bring clean waters 

to areas in need. 

 

To support our Open and Affirming Covenant, we will continue to donate to the 

Open and Affirming Coalition for the United Church of Christ.  Did you know 

only 33% of UCC churches are open and affirming in 2022?  Their work continues. 

 

To support our Racial Justice Covenant, we will continue to donate to the Reverend Joseph Henry 

Evans Designated Fund for African-American Pastoral Scholarships.  Dr. Evans was the first African-

American president of the UCC, and, when he retired to Sarasota, he was a valuable member of our own 

congregation. 

 

We continue to honor our UCC roots and remain a five-in-five church by participating in the vital mission 

efforts of the UCC:  One Great Hour of Sharing, Neighbors in Need, Strengthen the Church & 

Church World Service.   

 

Important Note:  ALL the funds we give to Church World Service will be earmarked for the work 

being done to minister to our brothers and sisters in Ukraine. 

 

Please give generously to this important mission work.  On the memo line of your check, please write  

Easter Love. 
Blessings, Your Mission Team 
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OPEN AND AFFIRMING COVENANT NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

PEACE AND JUSTICE COVENANT NEWS   

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

The Peace and Justice Team wants to thank everyone who has come out in support of our Church’s three 
Covenants, generously giving of time, talents and treasure.  What a blessing to be in such an active, loving 
church.  Here is an update of our various activities in living our covenants – we are alive and well! 
 
Crop Hunger Walk:  Over $2200 ($1000 from Mission Team/$1165 from our generous congregation) despite 
not being able to walk this year.  Both our Peace & Justice and Mission Teams supported St. Andrew UCC in its 
Paul Binder Memorial Crop Walk—we know Paul would be proud of our efforts! 
 
Recycling & Composting Event:   This event, held in February, was by far our best turnout.  What news 
will we hear of their planned event in late March “The Great American Cleanup Day?” 
 
Newtown Historical Trolley Tour:  Over 60 attended this tour of Newtown and Overtown (now known as 
Rosemary District) with impressive and knowledgeable tour guides.  Historian Vicki Oldman, one of the guides, 
was recently featured in the Sarasota Herald Tribune and is president and CEO of the African American 
Cultural Coalition. 
 
Howard Thurman Conference:  In preparation for this April 1-2 conference, SCOR studied Thurman’s book, 
“Jesus and the Disinherited”—great conversations and new understandings of what it means to be 
“disinherited.” 
 
COLLAGE:  Our LGBTQ+ group and their allies held their first in-person luncheon in over two years with over 
20 in attendance.  While active in Zoom during these two years, it was wonderful to be together.  Be sure to 
check out our “Inclusive” banner as you walk the path into the church.  Additionally, two videos are being 
made concerning the history of Open and Affirming transitioning from a statement to a covenant and the other 
on the formation of COLLAGE.  We are also learning how to be sure we are using our funds wisely with a 
presentation by Robin Reich, one of our church treasurers, to guide us. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

COLLAGE ~ Mark Your Calendars:   

 

April 10:  In-person luncheon after the 11:00 service.   

Please RSVP your lunch choice to Sara & Barbara @ Sara’s email. 

 

April 12 & April 26:  Collage Zoom Meeting, 11:00 – Noon. 

  
 

Sacred Conversations on Race 
 
We continue our Sacred Conversations on Race on Wednesdays at 3 p.m.  We are 
returning to our study of the 1619 Project edited by Nikole Hannah-Jones. 
 
There is ALWAYS space and place for you to join in this conversation.   
Truly, ALL ARE WELCOME HERE!  If you have questions or need a Zoom link,  
let Pastor Wes know. 
 

 

 

Walking the walk 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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Little Free Library Project  
 
The Sacred Conversations on Race group is excited that our Little Free  
Lending Library is installed.   

              ~ Stay tuned for the dedication ~ 
 

Can You Help With . . . ?  
• Maintaining the library (tidy the display/add books).   

This can be as little as one week a month/or less. 
 

Please contact Nancy McElroy, who is spearheading this project, at fnmcelroy@gmail.com or 941-527-7257. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kings And Queens Bridge 

Kings and Queens Bridge resumes Monday, April 11, from 1 p.m. to 

4 p.m. in Room 9 of the Education Building.   

 

We welcome new players who are interested in playing contract bridge 

for fun.   

 

Please contact Ethel Rudy at 941-727-0122 or email Ethel at 

ethelhr@verizon.net whether you are a new or returning player. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SURE – (Power in Numbers) 

 

   NEHEMIAH ACTION:  Tuesday, April 5th, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

              Location:  First Congregational UCC 

 

   CELEBRATION:  Monday, May 2nd @ 6 p.m. 

                In-person/Hybrid ~ Location:  TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UCC Women’s Luncheon ~ April 5th @ 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

The Sarasota Bay Estuary Program is a cooperative partnership among communities, 

researchers, and governments that strives to improve the health of Sarasota Bay and 

enhance the area’s natural resources for public benefit. 

How clean is our water?  With all the development in Sarasota, will we have enough?  What about Red 

Tide?  Please join us as we hear from Christine Quigley, Public Outreach Contractor for the Sarasota Bay 

Estuary Program. 

 

We will gather at 11:30 a.m. in Syster Hall and a $12 lunch will be served. 

Please sign up after either service, or call the church office to reserve your place. 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
mailto:fnmcelroy@gmail.com
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Ready Readers 

 

Ready Readers is a book discussion group that meets on the 

second Thursday of every month at noon in the Oasis Center.   

We welcome and encourage the participation and input of new 

members even if you are not able to attend every meeting.  For 

more information and further updates, contact Sandy Smith at 

sandysmithvi@gmail.com or 340-227-5121. 

  

Please join us Thursday, April 14, at noon in the Oasis Center.  We will be discussing “The Ungrateful 

Refugee” by Dina Nayeri.   Dina Nayeri was just a child when she fled Iran as an asylum seeker.  But as she 

settled into life in the U.S. and then Europe, she became suspicious of the idea that refugees should shed their 

old identities and be eternally thankful.  

 

 
 

Community Meal  

We continue our monthly ministry of serving and providing a hot, nutritious and 

balanced community meal at St. Paul Lutheran Church. With Sandy Smith as our 

cook and your homemade cakes there are sure to be smiles.  

Not only will our guests be served a delicious meal; they will appreciate the time of 

fellowship in a safe and welcoming space. It is food for the soul to witness helping 

those who count on this meal and to see them walk out with smiles and extra 

goodies.  We are thankful for this ministry.  

 

Volunteering with set-up/serving/clean-up functions at St. Paul’s Fellowship Hall from 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, April 26 is needed, rewarding and much appreciated. We continue to wear masks to be safe.  ~ 

Thank you, Carol Hagglund at carol.hagglund@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

Who’s your ‘spark bird’? 

Staying or heading north, may this speak to you—Happy Spring! 
 

“My spark bird has arrived.  Maybe yours has too.  Although I have always had a spark bird, I never knew it by that term until 

recently, when I discovered the expression in a National Wildlife Magazine.  According to the article, a spark bird is the one bird 

that inspires a lifelong passion for bird watching, and for many, a greater awareness and appreciation of the natural world in 

which birds live and thrive. 

 

My spark bird is a robin which amazingly appeared to me on a frigid February day, bringing with it a flash of sunlit spring on its 

rosy breast.  Over a century ago, my grandmother, a self-taught ornithologist, started a bird diary that always noted the first 

robin of spring.  Although scattered over four states, my siblings and I have continued that celebration, delightfully informing 

each other of our individual sightings of the robin’s return. 

 

Besides the robin, however, I can count numerous other spark birds that have deepened my love of nature.  The flash of a red 

cardinal in the woods, an energetic woodpecker taping on a tree, or a loon skimming across calm water as it sang its ancient 

melody are just a few of the spark birds that have touched my soul. 

 

As the birds migrate north from their southern hiatus, now is the time to choose a spark bird, especially for a child.  With the 

horrors of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and continuing pandemic sorrows, there is no better time to remind our youth and each 

other that wonder and beauty still exist in this world, that sparks of joy, peace, and hope are still out there.  If you look you can 

even find it in the flight of beating wings.” ~ by Marnie O. Mamminga (marnieomamminga.com) 

 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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April 
Birthdays 

April 
Anniversaries 

  

4/1 Tom Fields  4/14 Sally Hohenthal  

 Beverly Laier 

    4/17 Laurie Etter 

4/3 Bruce Knight   Florence Jackson

 Marilyn Shipman  Barney Kavanagh 

     Carol McCloud 

4/5 Bethany Harmon  

    4/20  Betty Farrar 

4/6 Ruth Olson 

    4/21 Phillip Swain 

4/7 Ashley Burroughs  

 Carolyn Hinrichs 4/23 Jim Marsey 

 Harold Ralph    

    4/24 Gordon Quimby 

4/8 Jan Weston   

    4/25 Carol Hagglund 

4/10 Robin Reich   Owen Kuhn 

 Mary Jane Sparrow 

    4/26 Scott Carrington 

4/12 James Hunder 

 Sara Little  4/27 Nancy Arnzen 

 Diane Miller   Cindy Woodling 

 Fernando Traba 

    4/28 Teri Grob 

4/13 Michelle Maulucci 

 Rich Rescigno  4/29 Mary Jane Hamilton 

     Loren Kolpin 

 

    4/30 Dorothy Dumford 

     

 

  4/4 ~ Joseph & Barbara Yocum 

  4/9 ~ Harold & Barbara Ralph 

4/12 ~ Ed Dupree & June Wolgemuth 

4/18 ~ William & Judith Hansen 

4/22 ~ Rich & Carol Rescigno 

4/29 ~ William & Judith Plerhoples 

4/30 ~ Felix & Nancy McElroy III 

 

Dear Church Family: 

 

John 16:22  So with you:  Now is your time of grief, but I will 

see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away 

your joy. 

 

I find comfort in the Bible during this time of grief, and like the 

comfort I feel from the word of God, I want to thank you all for 

your thoughts, your prayers, your cards, calls, texts and letters of 

support you extended to me during my sister, Sandra Matthews, 

illness and eventual demise. 

  

Knowing that I have a church family that not only supports me and 

my family, but also prays and understands that GOD is a true 

comfort and support in the time of need, is truly a blessing. 

 

A sincere thank you to our Bible Study class and to Pastor Wes, 

who has been a wonderful shepherd, and has continually raised my 

sister’s name in prayer, asking that GOD’s will be done as it pertains 

to her life and health. 

 

Grief is a process and while I mourn, as my sister was my best 

friend, I trust, know and believe that she is now yet another 

guardian angel watching over me as she rejoices with my other 

beloved family members who have gone on before. 

 

Please continue to keep me, my family and my sister’s children and 

their families in your thoughts and prayers as they grieve and find 

comfort in knowing that they too will see Sandra once again. 

 

Yours in Christ, Bettye and Lee Smith 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC CHURCH 
1031 Euclid Ave 
Sarasota, FL 34237 
www.uccsarasota.com 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The 2022 Flower Chart is 
ready for YOU!  Do you have 

a special occasion coming up this 
year?  Would you like to celebrate 
on an upcoming Sunday service?   

 
Each Sunday, there is an opportunity for two bouquets.   

The cost is $40 per bouquet, payable to the 

church.  Please sign up for a Sunday by 
emailing admin@uccsarasota.com  We are grateful for 
the fresh flowers every Sunday that bring the beauty of 
God's creation into our worship space.   

 
 
 

We are an open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ in the  
Florida Conference of the UCC. 

Telephone: (941) 953-7044; Fax: (941) 952-5245 
Email: office@uccsarasota.com; Website: www.uccsarasota.com 

We are worshiping on-line via Livestreams each week at 10:55 a.m. and the service is  
posted to our website for streaming by 1 p.m. each Sunday afternoon

 
STAFF 
Senior Minister  ...................... Rev Dr. Wes Bixby 
Minister of Music  ........................ Gregory Chestnut 
Campus Manager  ................................. Mark Swain 
Media Specialist  ........................ Douglas Kingsley 
Financial Administrator .................. Julian Bermudez  
Financial Manager ............................... Susan Fields 
Office Administrator ............................ Sherry Glover 
 
OFFICERS AND VOLUNTEERS 
Moderator .............................................. Carol Fields 
Vice Moderator ................................ Jim Butterworth 
Past Moderator .................................. Warren Bacon 
Co-treasurers ....... Robin Reich & Michael Johnston 
Pastor Emeritus ............................... Dr. John Syster 
Contributing Photographer .................. Susan Moore 
Online Newsletter ........... Carol McCloud, Wes Curry 
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