
 

www.uccsarasota.com ~ 941-953-7044    1 
 

 

 

First Congregational UCC 
 

Recently, I found myself standing on a beach at sunrise.  The wind 

serenading me with its haunting, holy soft howl.  The crashing waves 

chimed in with its voice rhythmically washing up on the sandy shore.  

Like Moses standing before the burning bush, I knew I was on holy 

ground.  There is that anticipation at sunrise.  As the first few faint signs 

of light peak over the horizon, even as the moon still shines above our 

heads.  Then…then there was the sky turning from deep beautiful dark 

purples and blues to softer violets and eventually orange until the 

radiant red heralded the rising of the sun for a new day.  Holy ground.  

Steeped in the sacredness of another day.  To be sure, the news of that 

day preached and proclaimed another message.  To be sure, that day 

tears would be cried in grief.  To be sure, that day pain would be 

passed along in discrimination.  Someone somewhere would say 

something pulling another down to prop themselves up.  To be sure, 

jobs lost, divorces finalized, and the throb that can rob us of the beauty 

of life was also there in the song of Creation of the wind and waves. 

Life is complex.  Life is not just some algebraic problem to be solved, 

but a mystery to be lived.  This is what we hear Jesus saying in John’s 

gospel time and time and time again.  Life is.  Life is beautiful and 

broken; holy and hurtful; and more than we could ever exhaust or 

explore.   

 

Like my experience on the beach near the water, New Testament 

scholars say that the gospel of John is hydro-powered!  Water flows 

through John.  You heard this in January with the image of new birth 

with Nicodemus and Jesus encountering a woman at a well.  Both have 

water images! 

  

In February we will honor the ways we are still called to “Wade in the 

Water” to “Gather at the river where bright angel feet have trod”!  We 

will go down to the river to pray, studying about that good old way.  

Okay, enough with the hymn lyrics!   

 

In February we will honor Black History month, living our Racial Justice 

Covenant.   

February 2022 Newsletter 

 
 

Office Hours 

 
 Pastor Wes:  
   Mon.-Thurs.: 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
 

 

 Mark: 
   Mon. – Fri.:  7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 

 Greg:  
   Tues. – Fri.:  various hours 
   ________________________ 

 

 

 
 

• Outdoor worship ~ 9 a.m. in 
the Oasis Center.  Please bring a 
lawn chair if you’d like to sit 
outside.  Masks are 
encouraged.  
 

• On-line worship ~ 10:55 a.m.  
Livestream on Facebook, YouTube 
and our website. 

 
• In-person, in-the-sanctuary 

with masks, social distancing.  
Our choir has returned, 
wearing masks, to lead our 
singing/prayer/praise. 

 

• Coffee Hour in Syster Hall will 
be February 6 and 20. 
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In February we will worship with prayer and praise.  Come, people of 

God, to the waters…the healing waters of the holy that sings to your  

soul reminding you who and whose you are.  Amen.   

With love ~ Pastor Wes 
 

Worship in February 
 

Every Sunday we worship at 9 a.m. in the Oasis Center, 
at 10:55 a.m. in-person in the sanctuary, and 

at 10:55 a.m. online (Facebook, YouTube, Website) 
     

February 6  ~ We wade in the water of John 5:1-13 
encountering a beloved child of God who needs 
healing.  In this story, we find our own story. 

 

February 13 ~  We continue to swim in the sea of John 6:35-
47, Jesus offering us the bread of life and 
water to quench our thirst. Please 
bring/have a piece of bread ready on this 
holy day.   

 

February 20 ~  We dive and dwell into the living water Jesus 
offers us in John 7:37-44, recognzing and 
realizing what sustains us can leave others 
feeling empty. 

 

February 27 ~  We plunge into the pool of Siloam with a 
beloved child of God born blind in John 9:1-
12, soaking and saturating in God’s grace that 
makes us whole.    

 

March 2 ~   Ash Wednesday Services – Noon & 7 p.m. 
 

All are invited and welcome to join in 
worship in person or online each week. 

 

Staff Transitions 

2022 continues to be a time of staff transitions.  First, our bookkeeper, Pam Hendrickson, has been given 

a wonderful new full-time job in Mississippi.  We rejoice with Pam, but are sad to see her go.  After prayerful 

consideration, Sue Fields has stepped away from being Collector.  We realize God’s presence in both Pam 

and Sue’s lives guiding each with love.  We offer both Sue and Pam our love and support.   

Your Staffing Team will update you as we move into the coming weeks.  In many ways, this is a reality of 

the world around us.  We hear on the news how many people are switching jobs and searching for new ways 

after the tumultuous last few years.  We ask for you to hold our church in your prayers in the coming days 

and weeks.  Please watch the Midweek Message and announcements in worship for updates.   

A heartfelt thank you to: Jane Hunder, Carol McCloud, Nancy Morris, and Connie Toops for helping 

volunteer in the office during January!! Your willingness to help is a blessing!!  

Questions:  Please contact Dick Miller or Pastor Wes. 

Join the 

Zoom Conversation 

 

 
 

COLLAGE Tuesdays @ 11 a.m. 

~ Collage is our LGBTQ and Ally 

Group.  All are welcome to join our 

Collage group on Zoom for support 

and faithful discussions. 

 

Tuesday Bible Study @ 6:30 

p.m. ~ We meet on Zoom to 

discuss the Bible passage for the 

upcoming Sunday. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study @ 11 

a.m. ~ HYBRID in the Oasis 

Center to discuss the Bible passage 

for the upcoming Sunday. 

 

Wednesday @ 3 p.m. ~ Sacred 

Conversations on Race (SCOR) 

 

*Zoom links available through 

Pastor Wes. 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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CREATION JUSTICE COVENANT NEWS   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Great American Cleanup Opportunity  
Save the Date ~ March 26 

 
Interested in helping to clean up Sarasota County?   

The Great American Cleanup began as a litter 

cleanup initiative designed to aesthetically improve 

our environment by creating cleaner parks, streetscapes, and public spaces through litter removal and elimination. 

To this day, community cleanups remain at the very heart of the campaign, and the results are remarkable. In 

2019 alone, over 40 million pounds of litter and recyclables were collected by volunteers throughout the country. 

(cont.) 

Recycling and Composting Seminar ~ February 17th 

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. in Syster Hall 

SAVE THE DATE & INVITE A FRIEND!  Join the Green Team for an informative 

featuring speakers Wendy Crisp, Outreach Coordinator, Sarasota County Solid Waste 

Program Manager; Mary Sonia Oquendo, Recycling Program Coordinator, Utilities 

Department, Manatee County; and Tracie Troxler, Executive Director and Founder of 

Sunshine Community Compost.   

 

During our outreach as part of the Creative Justice discernment process, the 

#1 questions asked were about recycling.  It makes sense.  We come from 

“somewhere else,” and what we learned before about recycling likely does not apply 

to the Sarasota or Manatee programs.   Also, are you curious about the effectiveness 

of our local recycling and re-use programs? 

 

Listen to these engaging speakers & bring your recycling questions, e.g.: 

 

• “What happens after the bin contents leave my home?” 

• “How much is actually re-used or recycled, and why?” 

• “How much gets thrown out, and why?” 

• “Can I recycle this?  (Name your item.)  It says on it that its 

recyclable!” 

 

We are excited to present this composting option, even if you live in an HOA!  If you garden at all, you will 

love the magic black soil that composting produces. 

 

Other congregations have been invited; bring friends. With an eye on COVID-19, we plan to meet—

masked—in person.   

 

REGISTER:  Please email Barbara Smith-Bacon, bjsbacon@verizon.net, (cell:  617-835-9858) before 

February 1, 2022, for more details.  Questions: Contact Sarah Melcher or Barbara Smith-Bacon. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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Keep America Beautiful is celebrating the Great American Cleanup’s 24th year. As the country continues to deal 

with the pandemic, it is as important as ever to help end litter across our great nation. This means that we should 

all make sure that waste, including personal protection equipment (PPE), gets placed in the trash and we all 

recycle based on local capabilities. 

The Green Team invites you to join your church family in the Great American Cleanup.  On Saturday, March 26, 

from 8-10:00 a.m., there is an opportunity to take part in the Keep Sarasota County Beautiful cleanup.   

Registration for the event starts in February.  Areas to be cleaned include the beaches as well as parks and 

roadways.  Each volunteer must individually register to participate. When you sign up to volunteer, you will be 

able to choose where you will be working.  Bring along a friend or family member!  Registration for the event 

starts in February.   

For more information and to register, please go to https://www.scgov.net/government/public-utilities-water/keep-

sarasota-county-beautiful 

 

 World Wetlands Day – February 2nd 
 

WORLD WETLANDS DAY is celebrated worldwide annually on 
February 2nd. Wetlands are essential to Florida. Did you know that about 
20% of Florida is covered with wetlands? Did you know that wetlands 
provide a rich, diverse environment for birds, mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians, fish and insects – up to 45% of which are rare and 
endangered. The high rate of wetland loss (for example, due to 
residential and commercial development and road construction) has 

contributed to the endangered status of many species. Some species spend most of their life in wetlands, and 
many others visit wetlands for food, water or shelter. 
  
Why are wetlands favored by so many species? For a number of reasons, such as: 
 

• Their vegetative cover provides shelter from predators; 
 

• They provide ideal nesting conditions for many waterfowl; 
 

• They provide migratory birds with a safe stop-over resting place on long 
migrations; 

 
• They provide essential spawning and nursery habitat for commercially important fish and shellfish; and 

 
• Many wetlands have an extensive, complex food chain that supports numerous species, including man. 

  
Wetlands can be protected through legislation and your advocacy 
efforts. https://soils.ifas.ufl.edu/wetlandextension/protect.htm 
More information can be sourced at the links below. 
 

World Wetlands Day Information: https://www.worldwetlandsday.org 
University of Florida IFAS Extension Wetlands Links: https://soils.ifas.ufl.edu/wetlandextension/whatis.htm 
Florida Wetlands Information Sheet (SW Florida Water Management District; for Elementary School Children): 
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/sites/default/files/store_products/waterweb_wetlands.pdf 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
https://www.scgov.net/government/public-utilities-water/keep-sarasota-county-beautiful
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https://soils.ifas.ufl.edu/wetlandextension/protect.htm
https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/
https://soils.ifas.ufl.edu/wetlandextension/whatis.htm
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OPEN AND AFFIRMING COVENANT NEWS   

 
Greetings from COLLAGE 

COLLAGE? You ask, "What’s that?" I could tell you that COLLAGE stands for COALITION of LAITY for LESBIAN 
and GAY EQUALITY but that wouldn’t answer your question because COLLAGE is not a “WHAT”; COLLAGE is a 
“WHO.” 
 
COLLAGE is an active group of folks made up of LGBTQ+ (Lesbian, Gay Bisexual, Transgendered, Queer, and 
other non-binary persons) church members and friends as well as their straight allies from First Congregational 
United Church of Christ.  
 
COLLAGE is members who form a support group around those who belong, but also to anyone else in the church 
and/or the local LGBTQ+ community who are hurting and don’t feel they belong . . . anywhere. 
 
COLLAGE is people worshiping together and actively participating in all aspects of the congregation and its 
outreach into the community.  
 
COLLAGE is people laughing together. Sometimes COLLAGE is people crying together.  
 
COLLAGE is people learning together.  
 
COLLAGE is people getting involved.  
 
COLLAGE is people.  That’s "WHO", not "WHAT". COLLAGE is for our LGBTQ+ friends and Allies. 
     

 

PEACE AND JUSTICE NETWORK NEWS   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacred Conversations on Race 
 
We continue our Sacred Conversations on Race on Wednesdays at 3 p.m.  We are reading 1619 Project 
edited by Nikole Hannah-Jones 
 
There is ALWAYS space and place for you to join in this conversation.   
Together we decide what we wish to discuss and what materials might 
take us to greater understandings.   
 

 
It is not necessary that you participate 
each week nor is it too late to join  
us.  Truly, ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 
 
We pray that in the coming months, you will join us whenever you can.   

 
If you have questions or need a Zoom link, let Pastor Wes know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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Racial Justice Mission Group Message 

Where Do We Go From Here 

By David G. Wilkins, Esq. 

 
On August 16th, 1967, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

addressed the 11th annual convention of the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference in a 

speech entitled, “Where Do We Go From Here.” The 

speech begins as an affirmation of the accomplish-

ments of the SCLC but quickly turns to the daunting 

economic challenges that faced the Black community. 

Dr. King’s understanding of the impact of enslave-

ment, “Jim Crow” segregation and de jure discrimi-

nation is clear as he detailed the significant and 

persistent gap that existed between Blacks and 

Whites, despite measurable improvements brought 

about by the Civil Rights Movement. In answering 

the question framed by his title, Dr. King said 

America must embrace radical change; change driven 

by justice and powered by love. America, like 

Nicodemus, must be born again. 

 

On the race question, America has had opportunities 

at rebirth but has squandered them. Following the 

Civil War and Emancipation, America could have 

acknowledged its sin, sought forgiveness and 

welcomed its Black population as fully human and 

fully citizen. It chose not to do so. The Recon-

struction era offered a second opportunity for 

repentance and reconciliation but America chose to 

violently crush that experiment and returned to an 

economic system historians call “slavery by another 

name.” The almost century-long era we know as “Jim 

Crow” added the sanction of law, foreclosing any     

discussion of redemption or reconciliation. The Civil 

Rights movement achieved hard-won legal and 

political battles but never achieved the radical 

change prescribed by Dr. King. 

 

The current racial wealth gap, one indicator of the 

persistent gap referenced by Dr. King, is staggering. 

The net worth of a typical White family is nearly ten 

times greater than that of a Black family. Indicators 

of health, education, housing and employment are no 

better. The racial reckoning that followed the 

televised murder of George Floyd and Ahmaud 

Arbery has all but subsided as America has turned its 

attention to other matters. It would seem that Dr. 

King’s elusive “radical change” continues to elude. 

 

As of the writing of this article, our church is 

considering adopting a racial justice covenant. 

Hopefully each member has read and thoughtfully 

considered this document.  Does this document 

encompass the kind of radical change that Dr. King 

talked about? Is this a precursor to the kind of 

rebirth or reconciliation America has rejected in the 

past? The Covenant is not radical change and will not 

reconcile America’s sins. But it can open our eyes 

and hearts to injustice and inequality, which could 

lead to honest conversations and potential action. 

Whether we adopt this covenant or not, I think we 

must ask, where do we go from here? 

 

We are blessed to have David Wilkins share his knowledge and thoughts with us during Black History Month. 
He is a retired lawyer, who after ten years in  private practice in Chicago, held positions as an Associate General Counsel and 
Director of Ethics and Compliance with The Dow Chemical Company; Vice President and General Counsel of the Union 
Carbide Corporation; Vice President and Chief Diversity Officer for the American Red Cross and Vice President and Chief 
Compliance Officer at SNC-Lavalin Group, Inc., in Montreal Canada,  He is also is a member of the Bar of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 
  
Most recently, after being an active member, he became President of the Manasota Branch of The Association for the Study 
of African-American Life and History (ASALH) and has taught courses in African American History at the Osher Life-Long 
Learning Institute at Ringling College (OLLI) and at ASALH.

 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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Little Free Library Project – Service Opportunity 

 
The Sacred Conversations on Race group is excited that our Little Free 
Lending Library will be built in February.   

 

 
A Little History on Little Free Libraries: 

 
• The first Little Free Library was built in 2009 by the late Todd Bol 

in Hudson, Wisconsin, as a tribute to his late mother, a book 
lover and school teacher. 
 

• More than 90,000 public book exchanges are registered with the 
organization and branded as Little Free Library. 
 

• Through Little Free Libraries, present in 91 countries, millions of 
books are exchanged each year, with the aim of increasing access to books 
for readers of all ages and backgrounds. 

 

• The Little Free Library nonprofit has been honored by the National Book Foundation, the Library of 
Congress, Library Journal, and others for its work promoting literacy and a love of reading.  

 

• The Little Free Library organization has used funds raised to donate book exchanges through 
their Impact Library Program and create a reading program called the Action Book Club. It combines 
reading with community service.  

 

Can You Help With . . . ? 
  

• Donations of gently-used books 
• Funds to purchase books 
• A creative bookplate design for our stickers in each book 
• Maintaining the library (tidy the display/add books).  This can be 

as little as one week a month/or less. 
 

Please contact Nancy McElroy, who is spearheading this project,  
at fnmcelroy@gmail.com or 941-527-7257. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

February is Black History Month 

There are many educational events in Sarasota.  The following are links 

for the events at New College and The Ringling: 

 

http://www.ncf.edu/about/events-and-conferences/black-history-month/ 

 

http://www.ringling.org/events/lecture-legend-history-archaeology-underground-railroad-our-backyard 

 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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https://littlefreelibrary.org/actionbookclub/
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Recapture the spirit ~ Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday 

 

Recapture the spirit of a very special Sunday at our church by watching the January 

16th 11:00 a.m. service. Under the direction of our guest artist-in-residence, Dr. 

Kathi Bullock, our amazing choir, and Greg Chestnut we were led in song and 

movement. Priscilla Crumel was moved to sing a few words before reciting her 

poem, “Only a Memory” and all left the sanctuary with a “sweet, sweet Spirit that 

continues to nourish our souls.”  

 

 

 First UCC Women ~ February 1 

 

First Congregational UCC’s got talent! On Tuesday, February 1, the Women’s 
Association will showcase some of our artistically gifted members – in music and art.  

The featured artists will be kept secret, but you’re not going to want to miss them when 
they share their artist statements and perform for us.  

 
We will gather at 11:30 a.m. in Syster Hall and a $12 lunch will be served. 

Please sign up after either service, or call the church office to reserve your place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newtown Trolley Tour – Rescheduled for March 7th 
 

The Racial Justice Mission Group has arranged 
for a private tour with Newtown Alive on  
Monday, March 7th, from 10:00 a.m. to  
noon.  The cost is $40.   

 
Please reserve your spot ASAP so we can be guaranteed an open-air 
trolley.  The private tours are limited to 34 people. 

 
All guests must show proof of vaccination or a negative test taken 24 to 48 
hours prior to departure.  Masks will be worn onboard.  We will depart from 
the historic Leonard Reid House at 1435 7th Street in Sarasota. 

 
To reserve a seat, please contact the church office.  Checks should be made 
out to the church with “Trolley Tour” written on the memo line.  Scholarships 
are available to cover the cost. 

 
If you would like more information or are interested in a scholarship, please  

contact Ellen Marsey or Warren Bacon, co-chairs of the Racial Justice Mission Group. 
 

  

 
 

 

Mark your calendars for these SURE dates 

 

  March 15 – Sure Rally and April 5 – Nehemiah Action 

 
 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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Art of Grief Workshop Series – Starts February 14th 

 
Are you finding yourself still grieving the loss of a loved one or friends/family months 
or even years after the loss?  The Art of Grief workshop series is designed to help 
you discover your own ways to honor or remember those losses, find ways of healing, 
and explore the “new normal” of your life without them. 
 

Who:  Anyone who has gotten through that first several months of intense grief, but is still searching 

for ways to honor and heal from loss of a loved one.   
 

What: A six-session workshop using art, music, journaling, movement to help you honor and heal from  

your loss. 
 

When: Mondays from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., starting on Valentine’s Day, 

February 14, 2022.   
 

Where: Hybrid sessions will be held in the Oasis Center at First Congregational 

UCC Sarasota AND on Zoom.  
 

How:  Contact Cindy Woodling for more information or to sign up. ~ 

Cynthia.woodling@gmail.com   Class size is limited to 10 people. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sarasota Conference on Spirituality, Community & Social Change 
“The Thought and Spirituality of Howard Thurman: His Historical  

Legacy and Relevance to the Issues of Today” 
 

First Congregational UCC will be hosting this multicultural  
and interfaith conference on April 1 and 2. 

 
Please see the links below to register for this exciting event. 
 
SARASOTA CONFERENCE ON SPIRITUALITY, COMMUNITY & SOCIAL CHANGE or 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sarasota-conference-on-spirituality-community-social-change-tickets-
243686281227 
 
If you would like more information, or wish to donate or to help, contact Budd Friend-Jones or Ellen Marsey.  
 

 

Christmas Love Offering Thank You 
 

The Mission Team would like to thank the Congregation for their donations 
to the Christmas Love Offering.  We were able to raise $15,572.  An 
additional $3,200 from the Heidel Fund means we are donating $18,700 to 
eleven local charities. 

 
Your generosity is appreciated and demonstrates, once again, our commitment to help our neighbors 
who need it most. 
         Jan Andersen, Mission Team Chair 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
mailto:Cynthia.woodling@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sarasota-conference-on-spirituality-community-social-change-tickets-243686281227
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UNITY AWARDS ~ As appeared in the Sarasota Magazine ~ January 4, 2022 

. 
Rev. Dr. Wes Bixby Is Making Church a Place of Diversity and Inclusion 

 
“The church and Christianity haven't been and still aren't always  

a safe place for folks. We know it takes a tremendous amount  
of courage to cross the threshold." 

By Allison Forsyth • January 4, 2022  

 
As an ordained minister for 20 years, the Reverend Dr. Wes Bixby has had a 
calling to create a diverse and inclusive church environment. He found a home 
at First Congregational Church of Christ in Sarasota, a church he has led for 
eight years. First Congregational is a denomination of the United Church of 
Christ, known for standing with social justice issues and for being supportive of 
LGBTQ members. 
 
“I got into this work because church was always a place where I felt safe,” 
says Bixby.  He wants to create this same feeling of safety and understanding 

for those of all races and sexual orientations in Sarasota.  Bixby, 46, and his congregation go beyond rhetoric—
the place where many religious organizations, if they even welcome groups from different communities, seem 
to stop. 
 
“The church and Christianity haven't been and still aren't always a safe place for folks,” says Bixby. “We know it 
takes a tremendous amount of courage to cross the threshold and reenter a church setting.”  
 
First Congregational Church holds a weekly small group, Collage, and invites LGBTQ and straight allies to 
gather and share stories. Bixby's group Sacred Conversations on Race studies Black literature, race theory, and 
current racial injustice issues and invites Black and minority speakers to come and share stories. As a result, his 
congregation is extending beyond the pews, with small groups meeting to discuss difficult topics. Church 
members are urged to get involved in the community. They attend school board meetings, volunteer at LGBTQ 
organizations and become members of local anti-racist coalitions. 
 
Bixby has partnered with local organizations such as ALSO 
Youth, Sarasota Pride, Equality Florida (all nonprofits to 
support the LGBTQ community) and the ASALH Sarasota-
Manatee Chapter, an organization dedicated to appreciating 
African American history. First Congregational Church also 
invests in small Black and minority-owned businesses, 
purchasing food and supplies for the church or donating to 
them. “It's one thing to say you're welcoming of all in a 
mission statement or church homepage, but it's another to 
show that you are,” says Bixby. 
 
“My hope for the future of Christianity and this church is that 
the work we're doing becomes more inclusive,” says Bixby.  
“This work is about all the pastors of First Congregational who came before me, and the people of our 
congregation who make this place so welcoming and safe. 
 

 

 

REV. DR. WES BIXBY AND CONGREGANTS 1 

 

REV. DR. WES BIXBY AND CONGREGANTS 2 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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Kings And Queens Bridge 

Kings and Queens Bridge resumes Monday, February 7, from 1 p.m. 

to 4 p.m. in Room 9 of the Education Building.   

 

We welcome new players who are interested in playing contract bridge 

for fun.   

 

Please contact Ethel Rudy at 941-727-0122 or email Ethel at 

ethelhr@verizon.net whether you are a new or returning player. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Elections – Mark Your Calendars! 

√  March 8:       School District Milage Referendum 

          County Charter Referendum 

           Holiday Park and Tri Par Estates Elections 

 

• Go to SarasotaVotes.com and open the link “Sarasota County 

Supervisor of Elections for more information. 

 

• Mail-in ballots for the March 8 election will go out the end of January. 
 

 

   

   

 

Book Signing Event by Rev. Dr. Wes Bixby (our very own author) 

Please get your signed copy of Wes’ “52-Week 

Devotional for Husbands” on February 6.  Wes will be 

available after both services—you don’t even have to 

order and pay shipping as Wes has already done your 

shopping—a real savings just for you.  

 

This Christian marriage book is not only for husbands but for anyone interested 

in learning why “making faith the foundation of your marriage is one of the 

most important ways you can create a strong and lasting relationship. Every 

devotional leads with a short Bible verse, a prayer, reflection or practical 

advice.”   

 

One unsolicited reaction, “I just want to tell you that Carolyn and I are reading 

the devotional for husbands that you gave us.  She says I’ve got a lot of work 

ahead of me to measure up, but I’ll give it a go.”—this after 60+ years of 

togetherness.   

 

May you, too, find something that speaks to you and/or sparks a conversation you didn’t know you needed. 

 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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Ready Readers 

 

Ready Readers is a book discussion group that meets on the 

second Thursday of every month at noon in the Oasis 

Center.   

 

We welcome and encourage the participation and input 

of new members even if you are not able to attend every  

meeting.  For more information and further updates, 

contact Sandy Smith at sandysmithvi@gmail.com or 340-

227-5121. 

  

Please join us Thursday, February 10, at noon in the Oasis Center.  We will be  

discussing “I Am Not A Tractor” by Susan L. Marquis.  “I Am Not a Tractor” celebrates 

the courage, vision, and creativity of the farmworkers and community leaders who  

have transformed one of the worst agricultural situations in the United States into one of the best.   

 

 

Community Meal  

We continue our monthly ministry of serving and providing a hot, nutritious and 

balanced community meal at St. Paul Lutheran Church. With Sandy Smith as our 

cook and your homemade cakes there are sure to be smiles.  

The hot meal, fellowship among the regular guests 

and even a special request for a pillow and blanket 

were accommodated (by the St. Paul folks) at the  

December meal. 

   

It is food for the soul to witness helping those who count on this meal and to see them walk out with 

smiles and extra goodies.  We are thankful for this ministry.  

Your volunteering with set-up/serving/clean-up functions at St. Paul’s Fellowship Hall from 4:00 – 6:30 

p.m. on Tuesday, February 22 is needed, rewarding and much appreciated.  

We continue to wear masks to be safe.  ~ Thank you, Carol Hagglund at carol.hagglund@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Artful Prayer 

 

All are invited to the Artful Prayer session on Thursday, February 10, @ 2 p.m. via 

Zoom.  Brenda Robinson will lead us.   

 

Please bring paper, crayons/colored pencils/markers.  Contact Pastor Wes/church 

office if you want the zoom link.   

 

We hope you can join us! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
about:blank
mailto:carol.hagglund@gmail.com
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2/1 Beverly Carrington 2/14 Laura VanArsdall 
 
2/2 Roger Morris  2/16 Garvey McFarlane 

Joanne Warman  
2/18 Harold Kamm 

2/3 Bud Rives III 
 Richard Strong  2/19 Rick McDaniel 
    
2/4 Marilyn Brandt  2/20 Karen Abel 
 Natasha Bryant  Cathy Drennen 

Dale Woodling   Marlene Goldberger
   Elaine Hevrdejs 

2/5 Sarah Melcher   
    2/23 Barbara Smith-Bacon 
2/6 Ann Spencer   Jan Wood 
 
2/7 Kyle Kuhn  2/24 Warren Bacon 
 Nydia Muniz-Smith  Jean Simpson 
     
2/9 Robert Phelps  2/26 Lois Watson 
 
2/10 Carole Patterson 2/27 Nathan Richards 
     
2/12 Barbara Yocum 2/28 Connie Schaefer 
 
 

  

February 

Birthdays 

  

February 

Anniversaries 

  

2/1    Barbara Shaver & Sara Little 

2/2    Jeanne & Gary Wonning 

2/16   Dawn & Mark Swain 

 

 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
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The 2022 Flower Chart is 
ready for YOU! Do you have 

a special occasion coming up this 
year?  Would you like to celebrate 
on an upcoming Sunday service?  

 
Each Sunday, there is an opportunity for two bouquets. 

The cost is $40 per bouquet, payable to the 

church. Please sign up for a Sunday by emailing 
admin@uccsarasota.com. We are grateful for the fresh 
flowers every Sunday that bring the beauty of God's 
creation into our worship space.  

 
 

We are an open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ in the  
Florida Conference of the UCC. 

Telephone: (941) 953-7044; Fax: (941) 952-5245 
Email: office@uccsarasota.com; Website: www.uccsarasota.com 

We are worshiping on-line via Livestreams each week at 10:55 a.m. and the service is  
posted to our website for streaming by 1 p.m. each Sunday afternoon.

 

 
STAFF 
Senior Minister  ...................... Rev Dr. Wes Bixby 
Minister of Music  ........................ Gregory Chestnut 
Campus Manager  ................................. Mark Swain 
Media Specialist  ........................ Douglas Kingsley 
Bookkeeper……………………..…Pam Hendrickson  
Collector…………………...…………Gordon Quimby 
Office Administrator ..................................................  
 
OFFICERS AND VOLUNTEERS 
Moderator ........................................ Jim Butterworth 
Vice Moderator .................................... Nancy Morris 
Past Moderator .....................................  Carol Fields 
Co-treasurers ....... Robin Reich & Michael Johnston 
Pastor Emeritus ............................... Dr. John Syster 
Contributing Photographer .................. Susan Moore 
Online Newsletter ........... Carol McCloud, Wes Curry 

 

 
Thank you! 

http://www.uccsarasota.com/
about:blank

