
Worship May 9, 2021   Mother’s Day                    11 A.M. 

Flowers are given by Grace Ann and Scott Mosher in loving memory of the 100th birthday of 

husband and father, Paul Mosher, who was born in Boston on Mothers’ Day, May 8, 1921. 
 

PRELUDE     Rhosymedre    Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

ENGAGING SCRIPTURE        Genesis 18:1-15 
 

OPENING HYMN:  O God, Whose Steadfast Love     #426 
 

O God, whose steadfast love true motherhood has blessed; 

Who shields the infant small upon its mother’s breast: 

Embrace us, too, O God, our God, and hold us in Your loving arms,  

And hold us in Your loving arms. 
 

Your promises, O God, so sure throughout the years, 

Have lived in mothers’ hearts, and bloomed from mothers’ tears. 

So Sarah laughed, and Hannah wept, and singing Mary secrets kept, 

And singing Mary secrets kept. 
 

OPENING PRAYER: 

Gracious God, this last week, we sought to embrace and embody Your animating, artistic 

image.  This week, we center on how You continue to show up in our lives in unexpected 

ways.  You knock on the doors of our hearts without first scheduling an appointment.  

You appear and we miss the traces of Your grace.  We pause for a moment, to look back 

at this last week at where we might have entertained You unaware.   

Silent Prayer 

We know, O God, You are like a circle whose circumference stretches the farthest 

boundaries and Your center is right here.  You show up disguised as our life.  We pause 

for a moment to look around right now at the ways You are sitting side-by-side with us. 

Silent prayer. 

Continue to guide us and ground us in the promise of Your presence.  Continue to evoke 

and provoke an honest, heartfelt connection to You.  Continue to meet us as You met 

Abraham and Sarah centuries ago.  In the name of the One who promised the holy 

hovering whenever two or three gather, Jesus the Christ.  Amen.     
 

ENCOUNTER/EMBODING SCRIPTURE        Genesis 18:1-15 

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in 

the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he 

ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if 

I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your 

feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 

yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they 

said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make 

ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the 

herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare 

it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and 

he stood by them under the tree while they ate.  9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” 



And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10 Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, 

and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind 

him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after 

the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my 

husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, 

and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too wonderful for 

the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But 

Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” 
 

SERMON     Laughter’s Healing Art 
 

SERMON HYMN    God Has Made Laughter         Kathy Wonson Eddy 
 

God has made laughter, laughter for me. 

God has made laughter, laughter for me. 

Oh God has made laughter for me! 

Is anything impossible for God? 
 

Ev’ryone who hears, will laugh with me. 

Ev’ryone who hears, will laugh with me. 

Oh, ev’ryone will laugh with me! 

Is anything impossible for God? 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN    God of Abraham and Sarah                  #20 
 

God of Abraham and Sarah, God of Moses, Miriam’s Guide, 

God of David and the prophets, God in Jesus glorified. 

Up from the dust you raise a people, breathe in the breath of life, of soul; 

Down through the years the people praise you till alleluias make them whole. 
 

God who dances in creation, spinning stars above our heads. 

God whose face is scribed in music, by whose hand the earth is fed. 

Up from the ground you raise the mountains, raise our spirits, life our eyes. 

Down through the years the people praise you till alleluias flood the skies. 
 

God who loves the poor in spirit, God who comforts those who mourn. 

Balm for wounds, the friend of sinners, taking the side of earth’s forlorn. 

Up from the depths you raise your people giving them courage for the day; 

Down through the years the people praise you till alleluias light their way. 
 

In our lives from birth to dying, depth of sorrow, height of joy; 

Praising God in every season, let every key our hearts employ. 

Praise is the healing, praise the glory, praise is the final mystery.  

Down through the years the people praise you till alleluias set them free! 



BENEDICTION                      
 

POSTLUDE     Hyfrydol    Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 


