
Worship August 9, 2020                                                           11:00 am
Altar Flowers this morning are given in celebration of
 Bob and Betty Goldman’s 60th wedding anniversary

The human spirit fails, except when the Holy Spirit fills. – Corrie Ten Boom
There is a light in this world, a healing spirit more powerful than any darkness

we may encounter. – Mother Theresa

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
One:  Jesus promised us an Advocate, a divine presence that would be with us
forever.
Many: The Spirit has made a home with us and in us.
One: Make ready to receive the Spirit with open arms.
Many: The Spirit has made a home with us and in us.
One: We are never alone, for the Holy Spirit abides with us.
Many: The Spirit has made a home with us and in us.
One: The Spirit guides us and teaches us in difficult times.
Many: The Spirit has made a home with us and in us.  
One: We may come to know the Spirit through our encounters with friends, family,
or strangers.
Many: The Spirit has made a home with us and in us.  Amen.

*OPENING HYMN     There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in this Place             

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, 
and I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;
there are sweet expressions on each face, 
And I know they feel the presence of the  Lord.

Refrain: Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove,
Stay right here with us, filling us with your love.
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise.
Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived
When we shall leave this place.

There are blessings you cannot receive,
till you know the Spirit’s fullness and believe.
You’re the one to profit when you say, 
“I am going to stay with Jesus all the way.”  (Refrain)



OPENING PRAYER
O God of mercy and comfort, we turn to you in this place here and now.
Though separated from one another by adversity, we feel a common bond,
united as we are by the Spirit. Through your grace, may we sense your
presence and your love. Though mired in the worries of the day, may we
experience relief in your Word and restoration by your promise. Grant that
we may be revived as we go about our daily lives. Most gracious and beloved
God, may we search together for solutions to entrenched and stubborn
problems, guided throughout by the Advocate, the Comforter, the Holy Spirit.
May we be filled with the wisdom offered through the Spirit and may we be
strengthened today by our worship together. Give us your peace, given by
your grace, through your son Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
One: O, Spirit of the Living God who lives in all of us, inspire us by your word so
we can be a source of life for ourselves and for others.

OUR ENCOUNTER with SCRIPTURE                   John 14, selected verses

[Jesus said], I will ask God, and God will give you another Advocate, to be with
you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees the Spirit nor knows the Spirit. You know the Spirit, because the Spirit
abides with you, and the Spirit will be in you. 

I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate,  the
Holy Spirit, whom God will send in my name, will teach you everything, and
remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled,
and do not let them be afraid.

SERMON                         Spirit, Abide with Me                         Rev. Sarah Melcher



MUSICAL INTERLUDE to PRAYER                                   Lauren Patsos, soloist

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and
that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! The way of your
justice be followed by the peoples of the world! Your heavenly will be done by
all created beings! Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our
hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the
hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and
testing, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. From the grip



of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and for ever.

HYMN                       Spirit of God, Descend Upon my Heart     

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;

wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as you are,

and make me love you as I ought to love.

Have you not bid us love you every way?

All, all your own: soul, heart, and strength, and mind;

I see your cross - there teach my heart to stay;

O let me seek you, and O let me find.

Teach me to love you as your angels love,

one holy passion filling all my frame;

The baptism of the heaven descended dove,

my heart an altar, and your love the flame.

       

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE


