
  

Making Sense of the Christian Faith

April 3, 2016                                                                 9 & 11 a.m.

*Ple as e  s tan d  in  b o d y  o r Sp irit

Announcements for the Good of the Community                    

PRELUDE               Adagio          - C. M. Widor

As we sing these opening verses of hymns, what images of God do you hear?  Which images
do you find helpful and which ones are not?  Why? 

Im m o rtal In v is ib le  Go d  On ly  Wis e

Co n g re g atio n  Sin g s :
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, your great name we praise.

2 Re ad e rs : Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
 Not wanting, not wasting, but ruling in might: 
Your justice, like mountains high soaring above, 

           Your clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.      

B rin g  Man y  Nam e s

Co n g re g atio n  Sin g s :
Bring many names, beautiful and good, 
Celebrate, in parable and story,
Holiness in glory, living, loving God. 
Hail and hosanna! Bring many names!
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On e  Re ad e r:
Old, aching God, grey with endless care, 
Calmly piercing evil's new disguises,
Glad of good surprises, wiser than despair: 
Hail and hosanna, old aching God!

Co n g re g atio n  Sin g s :
Young, growing God, eager, on the move, 
Saying no to falsehood and unkindness, 
Crying out for justice, giving all you have: 
Hail and hosanna, young, growing God!

*Prais e  to  th e  Liv in g  Go d  
(please stand in body or spirit)

Praise to the living God, the God of love and light, 
whose word brought forth the myriad suns and set the worlds in flight;

whose infinite design, which we but dimly see, 
pervades all nature, making all a cosmic unity.

Praise to the living God, who knows our joy and pain.  
Who shares with us our common life, the sacred and profane.  

God toils wheve’er we toil, in home and mart and mill; 
And deep within the human heart God leads us forward still.

Praise to the living God, around, within, above, 
Beyond the grasp of human mind, but whom we know as love.  

In these tumultuous days, so full of hope and strife, 
May we bear witness to the Way, O Source and Goal of life.  

-3-

*OPENING PRAYER     
God of beginnings; You breathe into us life that is renewed with the rising
of the sun to the going down of the same each day.  God of messy middles
where life doesn’t seem to have easy answers and we find ourselves just
trying to take the next right step.  God of endings that leave a smile upon
our faces.  Gather us into this holy beginning of worship, on the first day
of the week.  Guide us through the unknownness of the week ahead, where
we might sense serendipitous joy or stress, beauty and even broken.  And
be with us at the close of each day, surrounding us with the strength to be
honest about times we missed the mark and places where Your
resurrection promised moved in our midst.  In the strong name of the One
who promises to be with us, even to the end of the age, Jesus the Christ. 
Amen.

*CONGREGATIONAL SUNG RESPONSE        No. 759
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen.

***(The congregation may be seated)***

A STORY for ALL AGES           (at 9am only)  
(Following the message, children and youth are welcome to go to Sunday
School or stay in the sanctuary to worship with family)

OUR ENCOUNTER with SCRIPTURE   John 1
The Word was first, the Word present to God, God present to the Word. The
Word was God, in readiness for God from day one. Everything was created
through him; nothing—not one thing!— came into being without him. What
came into existence was Life, and the Life was Light to live by. The Life-Light
blazed out of the darkness; the darkness couldn’t put it out. There once was a
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man, his name John, sent by God to point out the way to the Life- Light. He
came to show everyone where to look, who to believe in. John was not himself
the Light; he was there to show the way to the Light. The Life- Light was the real
thing: Every person entering Life he brings into Light. He was in the world, the
world was there through him, and yet the world didn’t even notice..He came to
his own people, but they didn’t want him. But whoever did want him, who
believed he was who he claimed and would do what he said, He made to be their
true selves, their child-of-God selves.
These are the God-begotten, not blood-begotten, not flesh-begotten, The Word
became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory
with our own eyes,  the one-of-a-kind glory, Generous inside and out, true from
start to finish.

SERMON      Really, This Again??   Pastor Wes

OFFERTORY      In Christ is Gladness       - arr. Douglas Wagner
    - 9am, Matins Choir; 11am, Chancel Choir -

*DOXOLOGY                       Lasst uns Erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below; Alleluia!  Alleluia!
Praise God the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

*PRAYER of DEDICATION (In Unison)
God, these gifts are a beginning, our first attempt this week to respond to
You.  Into the plate, we offer not only financial gifts, but prayerful hopes of
the ways we will share our time, talents, and treasures with others we
encounter in the days this week.  Guide us, grant us a chance to do over
when we miss the mark, and ground us in a grace that we know as You. 
Amen.
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CELEBRATION of HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation

Table Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Words of Institution

Sharing the Gifts of God with the people of God
At 9 am, we receive communion via intinction.  Please come forward as the usher
dismisses you using the center aisle.  Take a piece of bread and dip it in the juice.  There
is a gluten-free station in the middle.
At 11 am, we receive communion in the pews.  Please serve your neighbor saying,
“Christ’s peace be with you.”  Please hold the bread and cup until everyone is served that
we might celebrate our unity together at Christ’s table.

Music during Communion
No. 118 Of the Parent’s Heart Begotten   verses 1, 2 and 5
No. 231 Because You Live, O Christ

*CLOSING HYMN                  No. 347
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ        Linstead

*BLESSING and BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE      Toccata          - C. M. Widor
(The congregation is invited to be seated and listen to the Postlude)
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

At 9am:  GREETERS: Keelyn McAnarney and Olivia Bailey; GUEST
BOOK: Audrey Shutters; LITURGIST: Kathy Kulakowski; USHERS: Richard
Hays, captain; Deb Hays, Billie Knauss, Dottie Peterson; COFFEE HOUR
HOST: Finance and Funding Team.

At 11am:  GREETERS: Nancy and Earl Alger;  GUEST BOOK:; 
LITURGIST: Ken Briggs; USHERS: Wes Curry, captain; Rachel Taylor,
George Francis, Alma Niemiller, Connie Schaefer; COFFEE HOUR HOST:
Finance and Funding Team; CHURCH BUS DRIVER: Dale Woodling.

ALTAR FLOWERS, dedicated to the Glory of God, are given by Lucy
Hedrick in celebration of the 2nd birthday of her granddaughter, Isla Jane
Hedrick.
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