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Inside This  Issue 

This year’s theme for Summer Feast was about the Sarasota area 
with all its history and splendor.  July 29 highlighted the circus.  In 
addition to a historical perspective about the Ringling Brothers’ cir-
cus by Scott Nutter, local clowns entertained with great aplomb.                

                    
But first, we enjoyed the buffet I kept hearing about, espe-
cially the desserts! The Feast suppers came complete 
with the provided entrée, and members were invited to 
bring side dishes and desserts.  Yum!  We sang happy 

birthday to Janet Raines on her 20th birthday (pictured at right).  
And then the clowns appeared!  

 
Karen Bell and Robin Eurich held the audience 
captive as they played tricks on each other, and 
tried to solve the problem of an endless tape 
that spilled all over the stage. 
 
Both Karen and Robin have been and still are 
active in numerous clown events around the 
country. The two met in Clown College in 1985. 

 
Karen is a member of Circus Sarasota and 
performed at the Red Skelton Clown school 
held in Indiana in 2009. Robin performed as 
“Rusty the Handyman” on the Bozo Super Sunday Show from 
1994 until it went off the air in 2001.  He has served in various 
clown teaching capacities, including at Ringling Brothers Clown 
College for five years. Robin also does improv! 
 
10% Discount for Church Groups at Madfish Grill! 

 
In addition to all of that, Robin is a waiter at the Madfish Grill on Cattlemen, just south of 
Bee Ridge. In that capacity, on more than one occasion, he has entertained various 
groups of women from our church while at the same time providing wonderful service, 
which ends with a “clown act,” while he patiently writes separate tickets with a flair!  At 
any rate, when you eat there Sundays, tell them you are with a church group and 10% 
will be deducted from your check!            By Sylvia Kornelsen 
 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Clowns Highlight Feast Program 
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How can it be September already again?  
It was only just the first of June and the 
whole summer lay tantalizingly in front of 
us.  Of course, not all the plans for summer went as ex-
pected, so the summer turned out for me to have a few de-
tours and unexpected curves in the road.  But now it is time 
to be gearing up for the fall.  Gloria Van Houten and Leigh 
Melton are working diligently on plans for church school, 
Thursday Knights, Wings and the other Christian Education 
endeavors.  The Women’s Fellowship books are being 
printed for the new year, the sermon schedule is filled out 
for the next 11 months and the choirs are just about to start 
practicing on their regular schedules.  So it is a time of ex-
citement as we prepare for a new season. 
 
We have resurrected a program we used to have, called 
the “meal out.”  Which means that we plan to make ar-
rangements with a different restaurant each month for any 
of us who want to have a meal together on the third Sun-
day of the month.  Everyone pays their own check , and we 
have the chance to meet new people from the church, or sit 
down at the table with old friends.  In September the meal 
out will be held at Bob’s Train restaurant, a unique environ-
ment because it is a refurbished set of train cars, just north 
of Fruitville Road off School Avenue.  Bob, the proprietor 
has renovated the cars (well, the most fancy car, one of 
John and Mabel Ringling’s private cars is still being reno-
vated, and it really needed it).  He is also the chef and each 
Sunday he has a brunch and creates omelets from your 
choice of 26 different ingredients.  The prices are modest.  
If you want to go with us on September 19, just sign up on 
the sheet in Fellowship Hall or call the church office.  Oh, 
and there are hundreds of pictures of the circus along with 
other memorabilia of Sarasota’s circus days.  (More details 
on page 5.) 
 
Some have asked me about what is happening with the 
Sure actions that 250 of us spoke up for at the meetings at 
First Methodist Church the last two Aprils.   From April of 
2009 the reports are amazingly encouraging.  Not only is 
there a waiting list for those who want to be in the men’s 
pod in the jail that works to bring drug and alcohol rehabili-
tation, but there is also now a women’s pod and they have 
a waiting list as well.  The recidivism rate (repeat offenders) 

for those who have gone through the program is very low 
(under 20% - it is estimated that it was over 70% before the 
program among those with alcohol- or drug-related crimes).  
A video is being made about the program that may air na-
tionally and we are told that this is the only pod of its kind in 
all of Florida. 
 
We are told that the program at Children First is flourishing 
as well, with spaces for day care for children of homeless 
families filled up all the time.  They received the grant 
money they applied for and the homeless families are find-
ing some of the help they need because of the child care 
that is available. 
 
This year’s priorities are still being worked on, of course.  
The work continues on the small business generator in 
Newtown and everything looks positive for it to be up and 
running soon.  Similar things are happening in the school 
system as staff are learning about the new justice program 
that was proposed. 
 
Our congregation’s SURE team is in the midst of two pro-
jects. The first is raising funds from individuals in the con-
gregation.  Our goal was to raise 8000 dollars and we are 
getting close to that amount.  If you haven’t yet sent in a 
contribution to SURE we hope you will consider it.  The 
team is also working on setting up “house meetings” to talk 
about new priorities that SURE should work on in the com-
ing year.  At the “house meetings” participants will have a 
chance to speak about justice issues in Sarasota that they 
wish would be addressed.  At this writing the meeting dates 
and times are not yet established so stay tuned for further 
details. 
 
Finally, I want to tell you about a unique opportunity avail-
able on Saturday, October 9 .  From 9 to 3 we will have a 
training session for those interested in being a part of the 
healing prayer team of the church, those interested in being 
a part of the prayer chain of the church and those inter-
ested in assisting with the visitation ministry of this congre-
gation.  There are many opportunities for service available 
within those ministries, so if you are interested in a bit of 
exploration in prayer and healing and visitation you are in-
vited to join us.  There will soon be a sign up sheet in Fel-
lowship Hall or you can contact the church office. 
 
It really is wonderful to be in ministry in this delightful place. 
 
John Syster 

From the Moderator . . . 
 
It will be a long time yet before fall is in the Florida air, but autumn activities are in motion.  Council resumes and the 
Board Chairs meet with Vice Moderator, Jim Crumel, concerning the 2011 budget.  Over the summer, the Stewardship 
Board was busy at work and is now implementing the fall drive.  With each passing month we will be hearing more and 
more about the July 2011 General Synod in Tampa, as First Congregational Church will be actively recruited to help 
make that huge event a huge success.   
 
I have only touched on what is ahead for our church as we come together again with the gradual return of our winter 
residents.   Thank you to Vice Moderator, Jim Crumel, for all his work during my summer absence. 
Blessings to all,   Kathi Taylor    Moderator 
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The Youth-led Worship Service on August 15, and the Haiti 
Benefit Concert featuring Bryan Sirchio were just two of the 
highlights of a weekend-long Social Justice Retreat held 
here at FCUCC for our senior high youth and young adults. 

 
Friday evening began with music 
by Bryan, a well-loved UCC minis-
ter, songwriter, and musician, who 
set the theme for the weekend 
with the songs, “Dream God’s 
Dream,” and “Something Beautiful 
for God.”  Small group discussions 
on compassion, charity and jus-
tice, and a simulation game on 
poverty helped set the focus for 
the following day.  We were also 

blessed with a presentation by Jacci Tutt on the SURE so-
cial justice process, by Pam Duckett, and by a graduated 
mother and son from the Salvation Army’s FAITH program. 
 
On Saturday the youth, invigorated by Bryan’s music once 
more, set out in teams to volunteer all day.  Each team 
served different sites in the morning and afternoon.  Our 
youth and young adults prepared and served food at the 
Salvation Army and Orchard Place, and painted at Habitat 
for Humanity and Easter Seals.  Reflection and a deeper 
conversation about the difference between charity and jus-
tice followed, along with commitments made for future ac-
tion.   
 
The Haiti Benefit Concert on Saturday evening raised over 
$800 for SPARE (Sponsorship Program Aiding Relation-
ships and Education), a Haitian organization in Cite Soliel 
started by Bryan Sirchio, which our church has supported 
through the Board of Outreach, even prior to the earth-
quake disaster.  SPARE feeds, shelters, and educates chil-
dren and youth in Haiti.  Graduates of SPARE now provide 
leadership for the organization.  Bryan shared personal 

stories from Haiti as he introduced his songs.  Our youth 
and young adults joined him in singing “Dream God’s 
Dream,” and led the audience in the hand motions they 
created for the song. 
 
On Sunday morning, we were blessed with the leadership 
of our youth, and music by Bryan Sirchio, Greg Chestnut, 
and the Summer Choir.  The youth wrote all the words for 
the bulletin themselves, led us in meaningful prayer, en-
acted a skit for the children’s moment, read the scripture, 
and gave a spirit-filled message.  Many thanks to Kelsee 
Martin, Andrea Nguyen, David Nguyen, Katie Kleppinger, 
Janet Raines, Katherine Raines, Chris Rushe, Sydney 
Starcher, and Taylor Steele for all their hard work to pro-
vide a meaningful worship on social justice for our congre-
gation.  We also appreciate the willingness of our middle 
high youth, Isaac Mingus, Jocelyn Starcher, and Brian 
Steele to usher for Youth Sunday. 
 
We thank Jennifer Massie for her vision for this retreat, and 
the dedicated commitment of Carol Binder, Cari Johnson, 
Gretchen Johnson, Leigh Melton, Binh Nguyen, Susan 
Raines, and Kevin Starcher, who gave their all to make this 
weekend possible.��
�
Rev. Gloria Van Houten 

SOCIAL JUSTICE RETREAT 



4 

Volume 29, No. 8 

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT   
ARTICLES FOR  

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 
Wednesday, Sept. 15th 

Email to: dollapinney1@.aol.com. 
If unable to email, fax to 952-5245, 
or place in Newsletter mailbox in  

the church office. 

SURE Members Attend DART 
Workshop 
  
In July, three members of our congre-
gation, Ellie Windrath, Binh Nguyen, 
and Sylvia Kornelsen, attended a Five- 
Day Workshop at Eckard College in St. 
Petersburg.  The workshop was spon-
sored by DART (Direct Action and Re-
search Training), the organizational 
structure for SURE (Sarasota United 
for Responsibility & Equity). 
 
Meeting individuals from around the 
country who shared our interests and 
were excited about exploring ways to 
promote justice in our communities 
was a highlight for all three partici-
pants. There were numerous opportu-
nities for one-on-one conversations. In 
fact there were assignments to do so 
while practicing the techniques pre-
sented! 
 
“It was valuable to me,” said Binh, “to 
learn more about both organizations’ 
framework and philosophy.”  Ellie said 
her experience was a learning process 
she will long cherish. 
 
Ellie further described the workshop as 
follows:  “Religious in nature, it em-
ployed the importance of attentive lis-
tening and appreciating the diversity 
reflected in the people assembled. The 
‘Justice Ministry Vision’ clearly is 
based on the Biblical passages in the 
books of Micah and Matthew, where it 
is stated the Lord requires of us ‘to do 
justice, love kindness, and walk hum-
bly with God’.  In other words, to be in 
a right relationship with our God, the 
Golden Rule applies:  ‘Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you.’  
The people I talked with were all fo-
cused on how we could promote jus-
tice in our communities.  We talked 
about separating large problems that 
are difficult to achieve into local issues 
where we could be effective. This was 
a process in which our SURE chapter 
has already met with success in re-
spect with Dr. John’s endorsement and 
leadership.” 
 
“There is power in the word and people 
power in the number of people turning 
out for a gathering such as the Nehe-
miah Action held annually in the 
spring. We have proven we can make 
a difference! This year offers another 
opportunity to promote justice in areas 

we agree need to be addressed.  At-
tendees of the conference came home 
with hope in their hearts and a strong 
desire to promote God’s justice within 
their own congregation on a local 
level,” Ellie said. 
 
Pictured below are nine of the 11 
SURE members attending the work-
shop. There are 18 DART groups, half 
of which are from Florida (where this 
program began). Other states partici-
pating include Virginia, Ohio, and Indi-
ana. 

Pictured left to right are: 
First row: Gary Lawrence, St. Wilfred 
Episcopal Church; Gay Long, St. An-
drew UCC; Ellie Windrath, First Con-
gregational UCC; Erika Kuester, SURE 
Lead Organizer. 
  
Second row: Sylvia Kornelsen, First 
Congregational UCC; Sue Moru-
siewicz, St. Thomas More Catholic 
Church; Bing Nguyen, First Congrega-
tional UCC; Sue Tharp, St. Wilfred 
Episcopal Church; and Danielle Clark, 
St. Wilfred Episcopal Church.  
  
Attending but not pictured: Sue Rice, 
Faith Lutheran, and Jean Etsinger, 
unaffiliated. 
 
Reported by Sylvia Kornelsen��
 

Volunteering at                          
All Faiths Food Bank 

On Thursday, July 22, eleven mem-
bers went to the All Faiths Food 
Bank.  We worked for two hours, from 
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM, and processed 
enough food for over 2,000 meals.  We 
cleaned out two large containers of 
food donated through the Postal work-
ers campaign and filled and sealed 
many boxes for distribution. Also, a 
couple of us worked on clipping cou-
pons from Campbell's products so that 
ultimately the Food Bank can get a van 
for one of their programs. Our volun-
teers were Jo and Wes Curry, Bob 

Lewis, Edie Sanders, Kate Harris, Ir-
ving and Deborah Woods, Audrey 
Shutters, Barbara Green, and Ron and 
Patty Vander Schaaf. 
 
A group of volunteers went again on 
Wednesday, August 25th.  There will 
be another opportunity to volunteer at 
the food bank in September.  Details 
will be forthcoming. 
Ron Vander Schaaf 
 
From the Board of Deacons  

As most of you know, the most recent 
“Jobs Report” released by the Federal 
Government indicated that over 
121,000 more jobs were lost in July 
and that the unemployment rate re-
mains at approximately 9.5%.  This 
latter number equates to approximately 
14.5 million people being out of work.  
While our Church cannot cure the 
country’s underlying economic prob-
lems, we have in the past and will con-
tinue to help our own.  Through monies 
donated to the Deacons Fund, you 
have helped members of the congre-
gation pay for such things as:  pre-
scription medicines, mortgage and rent 
payments, and to make needed repairs 
to automobiles, dwellings, and appli-
ances.    
 
During these difficult economic times, 
while the needs of some of our mem-
bers remain high, the monies available 
in the Fund are going down.  On behalf 
of the Board of Deacons, I ask that you 
consider making donations to the Dea-
cons Fund.  Such donations can be 
made by placing separate envelopes in 
the offering plate, mailing checks (with 
“Deacons Fund” on the memo line) to 
the church office, or putting donations 
in the container that is always at the 
front of the food tables during Coffee 
Fellowship. 
 
Thank you for your past and future 
support. 
John Mange, Chair  
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Choir Season Begins 
We are blessed to have a large and 
outstanding Summer Choir that pro-
vides outstanding musical leadership 
for our worship services throughout the 
summer months.  As the Fall Season 
rolls around, there are many expanded 
musical opportunities to consider join-
ing.  Do you like to sing, play an instru-
ment, play handbells or recorders?   
 
Our Chancel Choir will begin rehears-
als on Wednesday, September 15, 
from 7:00 sharp to 9:00.  This choir 
sings at the 11:00 a.m. service and 
enjoys the musical challenge and fel-
lowship of a traditional choir family. 
 
The Matins Choir provides musical 
leadership for the 9:00 a.m. service.  
This choir is designed for those who 
are unable to attend week night re-
hearsal throughout the year.  The Mat-
ins Choir rehearses before the service 
each Sunday at 8:15 a.m.  This choir 
joins forces with the Chancel Choir for 
special festival services and concerts 
on occasion. 
 
Our Adult Handbell choir will begin the 
season on Thursday night, October 7 
from 7:30 to 8:30.  There is always 
room for new members to join this 
group.  Some music reading skill is 
required. 
 
A Recorder Ensemble meets on Tues-
days from 3:30 to 5:00 in our beautiful 
Chapel/Music Center each week.   
 
Our Children’s Choirs, aka Thursday 
Knights, and the Youth Choir, aka 
Wings, begin on Thursday, September 
15. 
 
For scheduling and questions, call 
Greg Chestnut.  Make a Joyful Noise! 
  
Thursday Knights and Wings 

Fall Start-Up 
Thursday Knights and Wings, our chil-
dren and youth programs, will begin 
with a Parents Night  on Thursday, 
September 9, from 6:00 to 7:15 
p.m.   Come for a meal, to learn about 
the program, and to register your chil-
dren for this year. Please call Rev. 
Gloria at 953-7044 if you desire child-
care.  The children and youth begin 
another exciting year of Thursday 
Knights (4 year olds - 5th grade) and 
Wings (6th -12th grades) on Thursday, 
September 16. 

Attention Bridge Players!    
Kings and Queens Bridge will be start-
ing Monday, October 11.  We play the 
second Monday afternoons at the 
church from 1:00 to 3:00.  Anyone who 
would like to play is welcome.  Please 
come to an organizational meeting in 
Fellowship Hall following the service 
on Sunday, September 12.  I hope to 
see you then.   
Ethel Rudy 
 

Coffee Fellowship 
On behalf of the Board of Deacons, I 
would like to acknowledge and thank 
the members of the Congregation who 
continue to donate food and  “goodies” 
for use in the Coffee Fellowships.  
Such donations minimize the amount 
of food items that have to be pur-
chased and help make things easier 
for the Coffee Fellowship hosts.   While 
extra food items from recent parties 
and other gatherings are always wel-
come any time, we ask that other food 
or baked goods donations be made the 
first Sunday of each month.  These 
donations should be placed in the Fel-
lowship Hall kitchen. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge and 
thank the folks that routinely volunteer 
to host the Coffee Fellowships.  Your 
time and efforts make the Coffee Fel-
lowships possible and always enjoy-
able.  For those of you who have not 
yet volunteered to host, please con-
sider doing so.  The Board of Deacons 
has done everything we can to make 
this ministry as easy as possible.  Cof-
fee is made by a member of the church 
staff.  Food items are available if you 
choose to use them, and a “clean up” 
person is provided.  All you really have 
to do is bring your smile!  A sign-up 
sheet can be found near the door to 
Fellowship Hall.  Thank you for consid-
ering to volunteer to be a Coffee Fel-
lowship Host as a way to serve your 
Church family.  
John Mange, Chair 
 

Women’s Retreat 
FL UCC Women’s Fall Retreat will be 
Saturday, October 23, at United Com-
munity Church in Sun City Center, 
Florida.  The cost is $10.  For further 
information, see the Women’s Fellow-
ship Bulletin Board.  
 
 

The “Meal Out” 
The September “meal out” will be at 
Bob’s Train (2211 Fruitville Road) 
which is just west of the railroad tracks, 
then north on School Avenue, taking a 
right turn into a parking lot and pro-
ceeding further into that parking lot 
past a parking attendant hut until you 
drive up next to a four-car train. 
 
Bob has a Sunday Brunch special 
which consists of omelets for $7.75 
You choose from any number of 26 
delectable add-ins and your omelet is 
made right in front of your eyes.  The 
omelets come with toast and home-
made country fries.  Bacon, sausage 
or ham are available for $2 extra.  Bev-
erages are an additional $1.50. 
 
You will be dining in a railroad car, 
nicely refurbished, and will be able to 
tour through the other cars before or 
after dining.  Several of the railroad 
cars are filled with circus pictures of 
earlier years, another is one of the 
John and Mabel Ringling private cars 
(JoMar) that had fallen into disrepair 
that Bob is slowly refurbishing.  A meal 
on Bob’s train is really a circus adven-
ture not to be missed.  Please note 
that there are a few steps to get into 
the train cars. 
 
There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship 
Hall and we ask that you sign up by 
Sunday, September 12 so that Bob 
can properly stock up for our meal on 
the train. 
 
Kerygma Evening Bible Study 

Class for Adults 
The evening Kerygma Bible study 
class will begin studying the New Tes-
tament starting Tuesday, October 5, 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in the chapel.  The 
class meets every week.  If you are 
interested in participating in this class, 
please contact Rev. Gloria so that a 
study guide may be ordered for you. 
 

 

��������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
�� ���
 

Ernest Harnden died July 19.  He had been 
a member of the congregation since     
February 1968. 
 
Patricia Legg died August 14.  She had 
been a member of the church since       
November 2001.  
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September 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1    
2pm Baby Ba-
sics Board 
4:30pm Baby 
Basics diaper 
distribution 
8:30pm Men’s 
AA 

2 
8:30am TOPS 
11am Bible 
Study 

3 
 
 
7pm Ukranian 
Worship 
          

4 
 
 
4pm Women’s 
AA 

5 
 
 
2:30pm Ukra-
nian Worship 
7pm AA Group 

6 
LABOR DAY  

HOLIDAY  
Office & Build-
ings Closed 

7  
9am Staff 
10:15am 
AlaNon 
3:00pm Record-
ers 
7pm Budget 
Meeting 
7pm Boy Scouts 

8 
 
 
 
 
8:30pm Men’s 
AA 

9 
8:30am TOPS 
9:30am Visita-
tion 
11am Bible 
Study 
6:00pm Parent 
Night 

10 
 
 
7pm Ukranian 
Worship 

11 
8am Green 
Thumbers 
9:30am 
Child’Space 
10am Key Cho-
rale  Rehearsal 
4pm Women’s 
AA 

12 
 
 
2:30pm Ukra-
nian Worship 
7pm AA Group 

13  
SHARE order 
deadline 
9:30am 
Child’Space 
10am Balance 
Class 
1pm Bridge 
Club 

14  
9am Staff 
10:15am 
AlaNon 
3:00pm Record-
ers 
7pm Boy Scouts 

15 
 
4:30pm Baby 
Basics 
7pm Chancel 
Choir rehearsal 
resumes 
8:30pm Men’s 
AA 

16 
8:30am TOPS 
11am Bible 
Study 
 
4:30pm TK & 
Wings  
Resumes! 

17 
 
 
 
 
7pm Ukranian 
Worship 

18 
 
 
 
4pm Women’s 
AA 

19 
 
 
2:30pm Ukra-
nian Worship 
7pm AA Group 

20 
9:30am 
Child’Space 
10am Balance 
Class 
10am  
ARTogether 
12pm UCCLID 
6:30pm Weight 
Loss  

21  
9am Staff 
10:15am 
AlaNon 
2:00 pm JOY 
3:00pm Record-
ers 
7pm Boy Scouts 

22 
 
 
 
7pm Chancel 
Choir 
8:30pm Men’s 
AA 

23 
8:30am TOPS 
9:30am Visita-
tion 
9:30am Sewing 
11am Bible 
Study 
4:30pm TK & 
Wings 

24 
 
 
 
7pm Ukranian 
Worship 

25 
 
 
 
4pm Women’s 
AA 

26 
 
 
2:30pm Ukra-
nian Worship 
7pm AA Group 

27 
10am Balance 
Class 
10am  
ARTogether 
 
3pm Steward-
ship 

28  
9am Staff 
10:15am 
AlaNon 
3:00pm Record-
ers 
7pm Healing 
Touch 
7pm Boy Scouts 

29 
 
 
 
7pm Chancel 
Choir 
8:30pm Men’s 
AA 

30 
8:30am TOPS 
11am Bible 
Study 
 
4:30pm TK & 
Wings 
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Jennifer & Annice Massie 
9050 Double R Blvd., #1021 
Reno, NV  90521 
 
Leigh Melton & *Ryan James  
2222 Bougainvillea St. 
Sarasota, FL  34239 
 
Barbara & Bob Murphy 
5224 Sattler Lane 
Sarasota, FL  34232 
371-2750, ext. 221 
 
Katherine Reynolds 
5201 Bahia Vista  #32 
Sarasota, FL  34232 
 
Eugene & Sharon Rump 
3328 Oakwood Blvd. South 
Sarasota, FL  34237 
951-0984 
(not previously in directory) 
 
Ann & Guy Spencer 
5821 Guarino Drive 
Sarasota, FL  34238 
554-4324 
 
Carole & Glenn Swope 
1700 Sawburg Ave. 
Alliance, OH  44601 
330 823-5107 

 
 
 
 

To One and All, 
Thank you for all the prayers and kind 
wishes from the ministers, the lay peo-
ple and the prayer chain while I was in 
the hospital.  Also many thanks to 
friends for their cards and encourage-
ment.  How wonderful to be a part of a 
community of loving and caring Chris-
tians.   
 
Thank you, Ruth Olson 
 

             
 
 

We all would like to thank everyone's 
outpouring of love and support with the 
caring and passing of our mom, Dottie 
Pickles.  We could not have done it 
without you!   
Nancy, Barney and Ian Kavanagh, 
Patty and Bob Hockberger and Donna, 
Joelle and Marc Colliard all of  
California  
 

Wedding Bells Will be Ringing 
Heartfelt congratulations to Bill Kelle-
way as he marries Bonnie on Septem-
ber 11 in Rutland, Vermont. 

 
I would like to 
thank the 
church and its 
members for all 
their financial 
help during my 
college years 
and for assist-

ing my family since our arrival in the 
United States.  Without your help, our 
dreams would not have been possible. 
Thank you so much! 
Aura Leahu and Family 
(Above: Aura’s graduation photo from 
University of South Florida, May 2010) 
 

Caring Bridge 
Do you know a family facing cancer, 
pregnancy complications or a serious 
injury?  Caring Bridge is a free, non-
profit web service that connects family 
and friends to share information, love 
and support during a serious health 
event, care and recovery. It takes just 
a few moments to create a personal 
and private Caring Bridge website.  For 
more information on this organization, 
go to www.Caringbridge.org.   
 
Submitted by Sylvia Kornelsen  
 

Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer   

You and a guest are invited to attend 
The Survivor Reception & Brunch 
Hosted by: Sarasota Baptist Church 

October 23, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. 
Sarasota Polo Club 

8201 Polo Club Lane 
Sarasota, Florida  34240 

 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
is more than just a walk; it’s the amaz-
ing progress we’re making together to 
defeat this disease.  Whether you’ve 
joined us before or this is your first 
time, you won’t want to miss this truly 
inspiring event!  At this event, you will: 
 
· Hear from someone who has been 

affected by breast cancer 
· Learn about important breast cancer 

updates from leaders in the medical 
community 

· Understand how Making Strides is 
helping thousands of people nation-
wide 

 
Please join us and find out how you 
can help create a future where breast 
cancer no longer threatens those we 
love. 
RSVP to Julie Pennella, 953-7044. 

SENIOR MINISTER DR. JOHN SYSTER    
ASSOCIATE MINISTER GLORIA VAN HOUTEN                    
MINISTER OF MUSIC               GREGORY CHESTNUT                        
MODERATOR KATHI TAYLOR                      
VICE MODERATOR JAMES CRUMEL  
OTHER STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS                                                        
Administrative Assistant Donna McCalden                              
Secretary Dolla Pinney 
Parish Nurse Julie Pennella                      
Sexton Roger Hill                
Groundskeeper Bryan Zuerner                 
Treasurer Nancy Morris                    
Collector Kathi Hall                                                      
Little Pilgrim Preschool  
      Director Janet Maxham 
Christian Education  
       Administrator  Leigh Melton 
Newsletter Team: Dolla Pinney 
 Wes Curry  
Kitchen Coordinator Natasha Bryant               
Contributing Photographers: Sylvia Kornelsen 
 Sunny Thomas 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT SEASONAL FLU SHOTS. 
    SEASONAL FLU SHOTS HAVE BEEN SCHEDULED FOR  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, FROM 9:30 TO 11:30 A.M. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  WE WILL BILL MEDICARE FOR MEDICARE BENEFICIARIES, SO YOU MUST BRING YOUR 
MEDICARE CARD OR A COPY WITH YOU.  NO EXCEPTIONS.   
 
YOU MUST ALSO BRING ANY OTHER MEDICAL INSURANCE CARDS THAT YOU HAVE CURRENT.  YOU WILL 
ALSO NEED TO PROVIDE YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER.          Julie Pennella, Parish Nurse 



FIRST CONGREGTIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1031 South Euclid Avenue 
Sarasota, Florida 34237 
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9/1 Robert Bryant 
 Carole Swope 
9/2 Dale Moore 
 Gianna Petruccelli 
9/3 Henry Stoner 
 Jacquelyn Bouchard 
9/4 Minton Tinsley 
 Carl Eddins 
9/5 Priscilla Heindel 
 Barbara Mask 
9/8 George Thomas 
 Dorothy Miller 
 Carmen Ramsey 
 Richard Miller 
9/9 Linda Szymczak 
 Steven Zahn 
 Dylan Bloch 
9/10 Elizabeth Sargent 
 James Downing 
 Marilyn McCallum 
 Matthew Yturraspe 
9/11 Thoa Dao 
9/12 Guy Spencer 
9/13 Deborah Woods 
 Donna Jackson 

9/13 Nancy Arnold 
9/14 Phyllis Plimpton 
 Robert Ruse 
 Sharon Rump 
9/15 Donald Krueger 
9/16 Joy Sicks 
 Robert Antrim 
 Peggy Zelinski 
 Evelyn Crooks 
9/17 Elizabeth Finehout 
 Anna Finehout 
9/18 Lyman Farrar 
 Lavilla Watson 
9/19 Nancy Kavanagh 
 Joann Evans 
9/20 Rosalie Antrim 
 William Pursley 
 Eric Kuhn 
9/21 Wilma Baxter 
 Gregg Royer 
 Keith Pickett 
9/22 Cherie Stiefvater 
9/23 Marion McClellan 
 Charles Tupper 
9/24 Janet Eaton 

9/26 Barbara Peelle 
 Judith Marville 
9/27 Susan Pallatto 
 Marylou Anderson 
 Jerome Roth 
 Lawrence Washburn  

9/1 Marjorie & Stephen Hall 
9/1 Thomas Danehy & Daniel 
  Maiden 
9/2 Kay & Ernest Gerlach 
9/2 Judith & Richard Bower 
9/4 Tom Reeves & Douglas 
  Smith 
9/5 Sharon & John Mange 
9/7 Peggy & Donald Wallace 
9/20 Toska & Richard Strong 
9/22 Sandy & John Chapman 
9/27 Melanie & Lloyd Kalisak 
9/27 Nancy & George Michel 
9/27 Maegan & Edgar Bloom 
9/29 Ann & Paul Mosher 


